Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Wednesday, May 4, 2011
I.
Call Meeting to Order/ Roll Call/ Agenda Approval:


Chair, Chris May called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Planning Commission Members Present: Chairperson, Chris May; Vice Chair Person, Gene Barry; Members: James Brown, Donna Young, and Tom Atencio; Absent: Billy Valencia, and George Whitt, Mayor. Staff: Pat Senecal, Miriam Gillow-Wiles. Also in attendance: Lana Jo Chapin (business owner), Ben Cordova (LPEA), Steve Gregg (LPEA), Brian Kimmel (Southwest Land Services).
Donna Young moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by James Brown, passed by unanimous voice vote. 

II.
Approval of Minutes for April 2011:

James Brown moved to table approval of the minutes.  Seconded by Gene Barry, passed by unanimous voice vote. 

III.
New Business
A. LPEA Substation Update
Brian Kimmel along with Ben Cordova and Steve Gregg of LPEA, led a discussion on the proposed LPEA substation buildings on County Road 318, within the three mile area of influence. The very rough plan has a setback of 140’ instead of the 200’ requested in the 3 Mile area of influence. LPEA will probably request a variance of 60’, but again this is just a rough plan and there will be changed made to the map.
B. Updated Building Permit

Miriam presented an updated building permit and discussed why she made the changes and asked for feedback from Planning Commission members. Feedback was mostly around parking requirements and making sure that new buildings complied with Town requirements regarding parking.
C. Demolition Information/Requirements

Miriam asked the Planning Commission members what they thought was needed or should be required by the Town when a building is slated to be demolished. Discussion centered on State requirements and if there was really a need to have a separate Town permit as well as liability if the Town became involved. Some Commission members felt very strongly about the need to know who and what is happening to buildings in the community
1. Motion to table discussion was made by Gene Barry, seconded by Donna Young, and passed with a unanimous voice vote. Though no action was required on this topic.
D. Subdivision Process
Miriam presented a new Major Subdivision Process checklist. This was created as a response to the planned development to Rock Creek II, which is 5.6 acres, falling into a Major Subdivision. 
IV.      Old Business:

A. Sign Code Handbook
There was much discussion about the verbiage in the handbook regarding definitions of types of signs and the use of non-code phrasing. Chairman May did not like the use of “code” in the title and the expanded amounts of sign definitions and wished to limit the definitions of types of signs to the definitions in the Municipal Code. The worry about using the word “code” in the title was alleviated by deciding to remove it from the title. 

B. Zoning Review – Sign Code

Removal of typos and simplification of a few sentences in the Sign Code was discussed. Some Commissioners did not have the document from the April 2011 meeting and so the motion was made to again table the update.
1. Motion to table the update of the Sign Code was made by Gene Barry, seconded by James Brown. Passed by a unanimous voice vote.
C. Zoning Review – Utility Distribution in Residential Zones.

Again the discussion centered on what was and what wasn’t a “utility distribution” vs. a “facility”.  Pat explained that we do not have any municipal code regarding the distribution of utilities in our residential zones. Commissioners again reviewed the research from other local communities as to how they regulate utility distribution via municipal code. Lana Jo Chapin was very concerned about the issue of a Use-By-Right in all districts for a facility distribution in Ignacio being too broad and wanted to ensure a limitation that there would be no “facility distribution” as a use by right in the residential zones.
Staff will find more definitions for Facility and Utility as well as how other communities define facility vs. system.

1. Donna Young moved to table changing municipal code to include limitations of utility distribution in residential zones, seconded by Gene Barry. Unanimous voice vote with Tom Atencio abstaining.
D. Rock Creek II Update; Pat explained that the Town was in a contracting process for the Growth Fund to purchase a portion of RCII, but the state needed to review this for compliance with the original grant promises that purchased the land and for assurance of future compliance.
VI.
Planning Administrative Activity
Pat and Miriam presented their activities from the last month. Both have been very busy.
VII.
Miscellaneous

A. Discussion about changing the time for the summer. Several motions were put forth and voted on until it was finally determined that the PC meetings would be held at 6:30pm on the first Thursday of the month but also limit the time to 8pm instead of 8:30pm.
1. Gene Barry moved to change the time of the Planning Commission meetings to 6:30pm to 8pm the First Thursday of the month. James Brown seconded. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

VIII.
Adjournment  

James Brown moved to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Tom Atencio and passed by unanimous voice vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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