
Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Wednesday, March 2, 2011
I.
Call Meeting to Order/ Roll Call/ Agenda Approval:


Chair, Chris May called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Planning Commission Members Present: Chairperson Chris May; Members:  James Brown, Tom Atenciio Absent: Donna Young, Gene Barry, Billy Valencia. Staff: Pat Senecal, Miriam Gillow-wiles. Also in attendance: Kasey Correia, Caryl Helmid-Schmidt, Lana Jo Chapin
James Brown moved to approve the agenda as is. Seconded by Tom Atencio and passed by unanimous voice vote. 

II.
Approval of Minutes for February 2011:

Tom Atencio moved to approve the minutes with changes.  James Brown seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote. 

III.
Speical Downtown Development Presentation by Downtown Steering Committee.  

Kasey Correia and Caryl Schmidt presented a powerpoint prepared by James Dietrich of Community Development regarding re-design of Ignacio’s streetscape downtown. Questions were asked and answered and overall it was well-received. 

IV.      Old Business:

A. Zoning Review: Recommendation for code changes to Town board.
1. Sign distance clarification at intersections. Discussion included the meaning of certain words and a request was made to have horizontal and vertical pictures to explain the code. James Brown moved to table a decision until pictures can be reviewed with the code. Tom Atencio seconded the motion. It was passed by unanimous voice vote.
2. Browning Ave addition of Professional Services to that R-2 zone only.  Much discussion occurred reviewing the pros and cons of allowing Professional Services, such as attorneys or physical therapists to use homes for business only uses. Lana Jo Chapin spoke against the idea of adding businesses to a primarily residential area without first filling up empty buildings and lands, tearing down old buildings on Goddard, the main commercial districts. James Brown and Chris May said that they had lived many places and had seen work-living spaces function well to upgrade areas, where businesses put effort into physical improvements, others followed suit. Tom Atencio asked for clarification on the difference between Use by Right and Special Use. Staff and Chris May explained so it was understood that the request for a zoning change to allow Professional Business was not a Use by Right but would require Special Use Permitting, which included informing neighbors and taking the request to the Planning Commissioners.
3. Temporary Land Use codified according to survey information. After a short discussion about the survey placed in the town’s newsletter that showed the majority of citizens could accept 6-12 months for a business testing its viability by applying for a Temporary Land Use Permit. Tom Atencio moved to allow Temporary Land Use permitting for a business for 6 months with an option for 6 more months upon a positive review. James Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
B.  Rock Creek II development ideas to meet affordable/attainable housing requirements of Department of Local Affairs.  Staff presented the concept of selling a 50 acres of the original Rock Creek II development to Tierra Group, while keeping 10 acres in a land bank to satisfy the contract with DOLA to supply 30% affordable/attainable housing within those 60 acres. 2/3 of the fees paid for the land would be escrowed for future development, possibly leveraging grant money for infrastructure, while 1/3 would be retained by the town for more immediate maintenance and development needs.
V.
New Business

VI.
Planning Administrative Activity. There were no questions.
VII.
Miscellaneous

VIII.
Adjournment  

James Brown moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Tom Atencio and passed by unanimous voice vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
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Chris May, Vice Chair
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