Planning Commission Meeting

Wednesday, November 3, 2010

6 pm  Ignacio Community Library

In attendance: Vice Chair, Gene Barry, Members: Donna Young, James Brown, Eppie Quintana.  Absent: Chris May, Billy Valencia.  Staff: Pat Senecal

I.
Call Meeting to Order/ Roll Call/ Agenda Approval:


Acting Chair Gene Barry called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

A motion to approve the agenda was made by James Brown, seconded by Eppie Quintana, and passed by unanimous voice vote.

II.
Approval of Minutes – October 14, 2010.  A motion as made by Donna 

           Young and seconded by James Brown. It was passed by unanimous voice 

            vote.

III.
New Business:  a and b were switched to accommodate Andre Sarnow’s 

            presence.

a. Andre Sarnow: Discuss use of 505 Browning Ave for Physical Therapy 

Home-based business.  Mr. Sarnow expressed his interest in establishing a 

physical therapy practice in Ignacio, presenting an internal remodel design for 505 Browning Ave. Mr. Sarnow indicated this was a preliminary exploration, that he had a successful practice in Bayfield, but the space was too small. He picked a house because of the affordability,  plenty of places to park, and minimal remodeling required. As presented, it showed a stand-alone business, not a home-based business. Staff indicated that re-zoning would be required to have only a business in the R-2 zoning district, explaining that Rural Route Video was incorporated ok in the business district when the zoning districts were created. Suggestions were made as to where else he might be able to locate. 

b. Comments on Subway Sign not located on site.  Request for comment by 

Planning Commission on inquiry by Subway, if they located on RayRoss lot behind the Post Office, if they could share a space to place a sign near Highway 172.  The Planning Commission members said that if incorporated properly according to the municipal Sign Code they would allow a sign near the highway.

IV.
Old Business

a. Status of temporary land use Mad Dawg/ Shari Michaels. Staff presented  

research regarding requests from the Downtown Design Review members and other established business owners, as shown in the documents for the November 3rd meeting. A lengthy discussion ensued, with hesitation on acceptance of a trailer in the business district expressed by both James Brown and Eppie Quintana, because of all the work other business owners have put in to upgrade buildings. Commissioners asked what right the business owner to the north, Roots Natural Foods, has to make a request. Staff indicated Roots has no legal right to make requests, however, Ms St Michaels indicated she wanted to meet the needs of the town, as she has the intention of staying long-term.  Staff indicated she would speak to Ms St Michaels about available permanent space. Mr. Brown asked where in the code temporary land use is allowed. Staff said, there is no specific place in the code allowing temporary businesses, except by precedent and on the Land Use application form. 

Vice Chair Gene Barry spoke in favor of new business and more than a 6 month use permit, in order that the business can take advantage of the motorcycle rally. The conclusion was to grant the temporary land use permit in this case, but to change the code at the December meeting, if possible.  Eppie Quintana made a motion to grant Mad Dawg Hot Dogs trailer a one-year temporary land use permit.  The permit will come up for review before the Planning Commission in November 2011.  The minimum requirements for placing the trailer can be found on the Comment sheet attached. In addition the Commissioners require underground utilities. There are no further stipulations except following all statutory and municipal codes. The motion was seconded by James Brown and passed by unanimous voice vote.

b. Comprehensive Plan Introduction draft.  Vice Chair Gene Barry had re-

written the first paragraph of the introduction. The final plan will be taken for public hearing and approval to the Town Board at the November 9th meeting. Donna Young moved to accept the introduction to the Comprehensive Plan, seconded by Eppie Quintana and passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

c. Review of and input on Sign Code. Staff presented questions about location of signs, “way-finding” signs being critical to identify parks, businesses. Some proposals for changes will come before the December Planning Commission and Town Board for public hearing and approval. No other suggestions have come from anyone else, except to say that if the code is working, don’t change it. 

VI.
Planning Administrative Activity  Staff reviewed details on handout and 

            answered questions.

VII.
Adjournment  

James Brown moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Donna Young, passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:28 pm.

__________________________________




Gene Barry, Chair
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