Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Wednesday, September 1, 2010

I.
Call Meeting to Order/ Roll Call/ Agenda Approval:


Chair, Chris May called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Planning Commission Members Present: Chairperson Chris May; Members:  James Brown. Donna Young, Gene Barry Absent: Eppie Quintana, Billy Valencia. Mayor George Whitt Staff: Pat Senecal.

Donna Young moved to approve the agenda with the addition of the Downtown Steering Committee report. Seconded by James Brown and passed by unanimous voice vote. 

II.
Approval of Minutes for August 4, 2010 with corrections.  

Gene Barry moved to approve the minutes with corrections. James Brown seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Approval of Minutes for August 17, 2010:  James Brown moved to approve the minutes with revisions. Gene Barry seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote.

III.      New Business

a. Mural Approval.  A brief discussion on the mural that was already completed at 640   

Goddard Ave.  Chairman Chris May noted a great article in the Durango Herald. There was a difference of interpretation in the underlined portion of the Municipal Code section 3-7-12 Murals.


Murals, designed for decorative and artistic value, must be approved by the Ignacio Planning Commission.  Murals do not count towards the total permitted signage or sign size except as stated otherwise here in.
Chairman May interpreted that section to mean murals are “automatically” approved. The Staff interprets that to mean that an approval “process” is included before the murals are placed. The newest mural did not have review by staff before it was placed. In addition staff has set precedent bringing all mural designs to the Commission before they are painted; noting the Town Board also has a chance to approve or disapprove. Staff noted design elements that in the past had received Tribal criticism when placed in town which staff believed should have been cleared BEFORE the mural was painted. Chairman May felt the circumstances of outside artists supporting the project by the group made it an exception to the usual process. Staff felt there was disrespect to the town by the group, owned by another entity, coming into town and painting on the walls without some contact with the town processes. If visiting artists had been invited, then the outside group definitely knew ahead of time what plans they were making. Commissioner Barry noted that there should be oversight, as not every wall in town should have a mural.
It was determined that the code needed review in this matter. Donna Young pointed out that there is a benefit to review. Graffiti is artwork that is put up without a business owner's permission.

Donna Young moved to approve the mural after the fact. Gene Barry seconded. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.

b. Proposed Fees & Fines for Land Use Chapter III.  Staff explains the purpose is to 

create consistency throughout the municipal code in the process and each chapter would have a specific penalty schedule. The Land Use Chapter would have a reference to the Land Use Fees and Fines.  Donna Young moved to accept information and defer action to Town Board. James Brown seconded. Approved by unanimous voice vote.
IV. 
Old Business:

a. McClanahan Properties signage at 565 and 535 Goddard Ave. Chairman May 

commented on the confused nature of the submission drawings and information for approval. Chairman May asked whether we are doing one or more signs? Staff explains that only one sign application for Wells Liquor South is being submitted, saying she had explained this to Ms. Swanemyr.  There was confusion on the size being requested on different pieces of paper. Chairman May asked to table the application as incomplete. Donna Young suggests we accept a “not to exceed” size. Gene Barry said that on the drawing it says 30 square feet. Chairman May says that at the Downtown Steering Committee meeting he came away with a clearer picture of what was wanted. Chairman May said the McClanahan’s agreed to do an inventory of all the signs. James Brown asked if the current 30 square foot sign is temporary or not. Staff confirmed the application was a permanent sign by the Wells Liquor South owners, location above the door with no back lit lighting, just on the building.

James Brown moved to accept McClanahan Properties sign application just to reflect the 30 sq feet on the drawing that was approved by the tenant and that we disregard the 36 sq feet on the front and back of the application and this is for the property 565 Goddard, Ignacio, CO 81137.  Donna Young seconded. Approved by unanimous voice vote.

b. Approve Comprehensive Plan Topics expanded.  

Staff explained that looking at other comprehensive plan examples, there was an introduction explaining the purpose and the topics within the plan.  After review of the written introduction, it was decided staff would again attempt to write the introduction. Action is tabled until next meeting.

V.
Planning Administrative Activity

a.  Pat describes her adjusted schedule where she will be working 3 instead of 4 weeks a month. She suggests an appointment approach, rather than a drop-in approach to satisfy citizen needs. Discussion about the complexity of projects being handled and the need for improvement in the code to simplify and easier to understand for applicants. Chairman May suggested a worksheet that could be completed, so decision could be made at an administrative level. James Brown agreed to look at how to lay out permitting with code references.

Various details mentioned about inquiries for businesses in Ignacio. Chairman May inquired about removing closed business’ signs. Board of Adjustment meeting to be held Monday Sept 13, 2010 for Tom Atencio. Americorps interviews being conducted to take on some of my duties. Coordinator for Solar Deco Lighting evaluation. Boys & Girls Addressing Project coming along.

VI.
Miscellaneous


a. Set Public Meeting for review of and input on Sign Code. It was agreed to do this in 

b. the future, but first contact interested business groups to get input and recommendations. Downtown Steering Committee did suggest a code review also.

VII.
Adjournment  

Gene Barry moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by James Brown and passed by unanimous voice vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 

__________________________________




Chris May, Chair
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