REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Public Hearing – Town Code – The Town shall provide at least thirty day’s notice of any proposed change to rates, fees, fines or assessments to the public through the Town’s Newsletter and by other similar means prior to the meeting where the change will be considered. Changes to utility rates presented at this hearing were the natural gas rate adjustment, the Fee Schedule Adjustment and SUIT Sewer Rate Increase Pass Along. The Public Hearing was open at 7:00 p.m. With no comments from the public, Mayor George Whitt closed the meeting at 7:05. 

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich and Marie Zeller. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager; Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager, Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk, Dirk Nelson, Town Attorney and Chief of Police Kirk Phillips. In the audience: Bob Lieb, Bern Heath, Chief Executive Officer of AXIS Health System, Aileen Tracy, Executive Director of 4Core, Ron Dent, Airport Manager at Durango-La Plata County Airport, Gina Cosio, Program Director for Ignacio Boys and Girls Club, Eileen Wasserbach, Executive Director of SUCAP, Marcel Theberge of the Airport Commission, Brian O’Donnell, candidate for State Representative, Citizens Dude Perry and James Brown, Patrick Young of the Durango Herald, Carol Williams of the Pine River Times. 
II. Proclamation:  Neighborhood Day for Kids, Pat Senecal and Gina Cosio spoke of the activities planned for Neighborhood Day for Kids on September 25 at Shoshone Park. A service-learning project planned for the Boys and Girls Club is to assist the Town in locating and placing numbers on houses that are not properly addressed. Mayor Protem moved to proclaim September 25 as Neighborhood Day. Trustee Ray Larsen seconded. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. (Trustee Bartley arrived at 7:17 p.m.)

III. Public Comment:  

1. Resolution 04-2010, Bob Lieb, citizen at large and member of FRAC (Financial Responsibility Action Committee) spoke of the negative effects on La Plata County should Proposition 101, Amendments 60 and 61 pass at the fall election.  A number of agencies and entities have passed resolutions opposing the three measures.  

2. 4Core Return on Investment, Aileen Tracy Executive Director of 4Core thanked the Board for its partnership and contributions. She gave a power point presentation on the history of 4Core and its current projects. Pat Senecal, the Town’s Assistant to Town Manager sits on its Board and is very involved in bringing energy efficient measures and granting opportunities to the Town.

3. Airport Commission – Ron Dent, Airport Manager gave an overview of the improvements to the airport, the services it offers and the plans for the future.  

4. Brian O’Donnell, candidate for State Representative for the 59th District introduced himself.

5. Dude Perry asked the Board to waive the weekly fee for the use of the Community Room for meetings held for CMA, “Crystal Meth Anonymous”. The motion was made by Trustee Bartley to waive the weekly fee to use the Community Room by Dude Perry for CMA and the Town would keep the $60 deposit fee that has already been paid. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.  

IV. Approval of Minutes: Trustee Zeller moved to approve the minutes of August 10, 2010 and the minutes for Special Meeting held August 23, 2010.  Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed by individual voice vote.  
V. Bills to be Paid: Trustee Larsen moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Bartley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.  

VI. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept:  Chief Phillips gave a brief report on the Rally, no major issues. 

B. Maintenance:   Balty introduced James Brown as the Town maintenance Intern, through SUCAP Work Force Program. 

C. Treasurer: 

D. Planning: by Pas Senecal
1. The McClanahan’s are still deciding on the placement of signs for the businesses in the Complex. Only the Wells Liquor South sign has been approved at this time. 

2. Actively seeking out an AmeriCorps individual to train in planning and youth involvement. 

3. A process is being developed to enforce violations of the Municipal Code that is consistent in all cases and Chapters.

4. The Town has been awarded the Downtown Revitalization Award for a population under 5,000 from Downtown Colorado, Inc. and the sponsors of the Governor’s Awards for Downtown Excellence. She and Sara Wakefield (former employee, who coordinated the Downtown Assessment) will travel to Glenwood Springs on September 23 to accept the award.  

VII. Old Business: 

A. Resolution #04-2010 – Addressing the State of Colorado Fall Election Issues 101, 60 and 61.  Trustee Zeller pointed out corrections in spelling. Trustee Bartley moved to adopt Resolution #04-2010, urging a “NO” vote on proposed Ballot Issues 101, 60, 61, with corrections. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

VIII. New Business:

A. Gas Rate Adjustment from $7.82 to $7.58 (a decrease of $.24 per mcf) Trustee Larsen moved to approve the gas rate adjustment. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

B. SUIT Sewer Rate Increase (Pass Along - $42.50 to $47.64 per ERT effective October 1.  In the past the Town has adopted the rate increase approved by the Ignacio Sanitation District. The increase from the Tribe is effective October 1 and the Town needs to pass along this increase to the customers. The Board expressed discomfort in passing along a 16% increase in sewer rates to the Town’s customers. Balty suggested a meeting with Tribal Counsel to discuss utility rate increases. Reluctantly, Trustee Bartley moved to approve the SUIT Sewer Rate Increase Pass Along, effective October 1, 2010. Seconded by Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
C. Fee Schedule Adjustments – The fee schedule adjustments are important in preparing the budget for next year and will be effective in the coming year. Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the Fee Schedule Adjustments. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.  
D. Sidekick Lounge Liquor License Renewal – Mayor Protem Robbins has concerns regarding incidents at the Sidekick Lounge.  The item was tabled until the Board has the opportunity to hear from the Police Department and the business owner involving these incidents. 

E. Resolution #05-2010 – Workman’s Compensation Coverage Exclusion of Appointed and/or Elected Officials Deemed not to be “Employees.” Members of the Planning Commission and the Board of Adjustment will be excluded from Workman’s Compensation coverage while the paid Board of Trustees are considered employees and are covered. Trustee Bartley moved to approve Resolution #05-2010 Workman’s Compensation Coverage Exclusion of Appointed and/or Elected Officials Deemed not to be “Employees.” Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

IX. Administrative Reports:


A. Town Manager: In addition to comments made in the Manager’s memo

· A Memorandum of Understanding with the Chamber of Commerce Rally Committee was suggested to clarify each party’s responsibility for the Rally. 

· Richard and Carol Olguin signed the Supplement to the Settlement Agreement. The property will be surveyed before the Bank can deed the property to the Town for the access road. 

· Balty explained the need to have faster broadband access and the different companies vying for state funds to provide the service in the area. 

· CML District 9 dinner is October 4. Board members need to notify staff if they plan on attending and bring in the $22 for the dinner.

B. Town Attorney: Nothing to Report  

X. Miscellaneous:  Trustee Zeller asked if the Town has any old gas lines in Ignacio that could put the citizens in danger from an explosion, citing the gas line explosion in California. Balty assured her the Town’s oldest steel lines are safe, and almost all lines are now poly.  

XI. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9:23 p.m. The next regular meeting will be October 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue.

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk
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