REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, August 10, 2010

6:45 – “Conducting Public Meetings” CIRSA educational tape.  Attendees:  Mayor George Whitt, Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Trustees Lawrence Bartley, Leroy Herrera, Ray Larsen, and Marie Zeller. 

Public Hearing – Town Code – Balty and Mayor Whitt explained the Town shall provide at least thirty day’s notice of any proposed change to rates, fees, fines or assessments to the public through the Town’s Newsletter and by other similar means prior to the meeting where the change will be considered. Changes to utility rates presented at this hearing were the gas rate adjustment and SUIT Water Rate Increase Pass Along. No comment from the public.

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:13 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Ray Larsen, Leroy Herrera, Lawrence Bartley, and Marie Zeller. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager; Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk, Sgt. Wes Crume, Dirk Nelson, Town Attorney and Louann Liggett. In the audience: Chris May, James Brown, Mike Pacheco, Cindy Swanameyer of McClanahan Properties, LLC, Gabe Candelaria, Contractor, Scott Fernau and Karli Massey of Tri-State, Steve Gregg, Ron Meyer and Greg Monroe of La Plata Electric Assn., Joey Atencio, Patrick Young of the Durango Herald, Melanie Mazur of the Pine River Times. 
II. Public Comment:  

a. Scott Fernau, Project Manager for Tri-State gave a power point presentation on the project to improve current and future power supply demands. The project is expected to be complete in 2015. Public involvement is vital and every effort is being made to inform the public of the project as it progresses.  Questions from the Board and the audience were answered. (Trustee Ena Millich arrived at 7:20 p.m.)

b. Mike Pacheco spoke regarding the fee being charged to vendors who are supplying the local businesses and stated he did not agree and expected more street service adjacent to his property. Balty said maintenance would do what they can to maintain the road with gravel and snow plowing. 

c. Joey Atencio was present to inform the Board he paid his utility bill with cash through the night drop. He was told the next day his utilities were getting turned off for non-payment. When he explained he dropped off his payment, Balty informed him his payment was never found. Following a brief discussion, the Board by consensus of 6-1, agreed to credit Joey’s accounts. For future payments, there is a new night drop door and a sign stating, “Do not leave cash payments.” A letter will be written to Joey. 
III. Approval of Minutes: Trustee Larsen moved to approve the minutes of July 13, 2010.  Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed by individual voice vote.  
IV. Bills to be Paid: Trustee Bartley moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Herrera seconded.  The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.  

V. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: Sgt. Crume reported break-ins on vehicles by local juveniles. Mayor Protem questioned what could be done regarding the speeding, heavy truck traffic on Shoshone. Balty will speak with SUPD about some assistance as that road belongs to the Tribe. 

B. Maintenance: The new (used) jet-rodder truck arrived. Maintenance is becoming familiar with it and getting trained on its operations. A brief note was made on mosquito control.  

C. Treasurer: None

Planning:  Code compliance concerns (trash) about 275 Pine Street will be addressed.

VI. Old Business: 

VII. New Business:

A. Gas Rate Adjustment from $7.12 to $7.82 an increase of $.70 per mcf:  Trustee Bartley moved to approve the gas rate adjustment. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

B. Appeal on Sign Code for McClanahans Property LLC - Cindy Swanameyer reported attending the Planning Commission meeting, where her request was denied for a larger sign than the code allows. She worked with the sign company on a new design to comply with the code. The Board agreed to Table the item until staff can review the new sign, and also give Cindy an opportunity to meet with Jim Dietrich, consultant to the Downtown Steering Committee regarding the design and the size of the sign.  

C. Approve Amended Plat for 330 Browning Avenue – Balty presented a final plat on a boundary adjustment for property owned by Lana Jo Chapin including 330, 340 and 350 Browning Avenue. She received a variance reducing the lot frontage at 330 Browning.  The amended plat will have two lots. Trustee Larsen moved to approve the amended plat submitted for property owned by Lana Jo Chapin. Seconded by Trustee Bartley.  The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
D. Water Quality Control Division Grant Application – Balty explained the grant application requires Board approval. The no-match grant would be used for the mapping of the water system and design for replacement of the last of the town’s old lines. Trustee Lawrence Bartley moved to approve submitting the Water Quality Control Division Grant Application. Seconded by Trustee Herrera. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
E. Ordinance #283 – Amending Fees, Rates, Fines and Assessments, Fee Schedule Changes. The Ordinance allows for a consistent process for amending fees, rates, fines and assessments, giving the public proper notification and allowing for a public hearing to hear comments regarding rate adjustments. Trustee Larsen moved to adopt Ordinance #283 – Amending the Town Code regarding the policy for adjusting rates, fees, fines and other assessments.  Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed by individual voice vote by 6-1 votes with Trustee Millich voting no. 
F. SUIT Water Rate Increase (Pass Along) – This is an annual water rate increase initiated by the Southern Ute Indian Tribe Utility Division. The Town passes along the increase to its customers. The increase will be effective with the October utility billing cycle. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the SUIT Water Rate Increase effective with the October billing. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
G. Budget Line Items Savings Ideas – After explaining to the Board the cost-saving ideas the staff came up with, the Board agreed by consensus to authorize staff to make the necessary steps to effect the cost saving in this years’ budget. Balty will send a letter to the Judge informing her of the decision to hold court every other month. 

H. Resolution #04-2010 - Resolution Opposing State of Colorado Ballot Issues 101, 60 and 61. Following discussion, Board members wanted more time to review the information from Colorado Municipal League before making a decision on the resolution. Several spoke of the devastating effect on the State, municipalities and special districts should these propositions and amendments pass. The item was tabled until next month. 

I. Memorandum of Understanding with La Plata County re:  GIS Regional Cooperative Effort – The MOU between La Plata County and the Town regarding a cooperative effort to enhance geographic information systems in the region. As infrastructure is improved the GIS will be updated. The Town has approved $5000 toward this effort. Staff will be trained on the system to develop and maintain its own data and GIS layers. Trustee Larsen moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with La Plata County regarding the Geographic Information System in the region. Seconded by Trustee Herrera. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
VIII. Administrative Reports:


A. Town Manager: In addition to comments made in the Manager’s memo

· Mayor Protem Robbins resigned her position on the Regional Housing Alliance Board due to conflicting work schedule. After asking all Board members for a volunteer to serve as her replacement, it was suggested to appoint Citizen James Brown to serve, if the RHA Bylaws allow. Dirk stated that the By-law states one “elected” official must serve on the Board. With other entities finding it difficult to find replacements, the by-laws may be changed to allow interested citizens to serve on the Board. This will be discussed further with RHA Board. 

· The Chamber is requesting the use of the baseball bleachers for the bull-riding event for Ignacio Bike Week at the Olguin property. With additional movement on El Paso hill, the event will be moved farther north on the Olguin property to alleviate any liability. It was recommended to collect $100 deposit (per set), to be returned barring no damage.

· Wells Fargo is requiring a Cash Security on the Line of Credit discussed last month. The Board agreed to halt the application process.  

· A letter will be written to Joey Atencio regarding the Board’s decision to allow his credit on his utility accounts following his payment in cash in the night drop. The Mayor will sign the letter. 

· Tuesday, August 31, the County Commissioners will meet the Town Board members for breakfast at the Casino. This will be followed with a tour of the West Mesa.

· After a brief discussion, the Board opted not to pay $300 toward the cost of Ignacio residents disposing of old computers in a La Plata County/City of Durango joint effort. (Trustee Millich left at 9:40 p.m.)

B. Town Attorney:  A meeting is scheduled for Thursday afternoon with the insurance company to discuss the Olguin case.  New movement on El Paso Road hill was discovered last week following the rains. 

IX. Miscellaneous:  The Town of Ignacio will be hosting the CML District 9 Fall Meeting that includes a dinner at the Sky Ute Casino Resort. The Board elected to pay for their own dinner ($22 per person) and spouse. The Board agreed to pay for two staff members. Details of the event will follow.
X. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9:56 p.m. The next regular meeting will be September 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue.

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk

Town Board Meeting August 10, 2010
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