Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Wednesday, July 7, 2010

I.
Call Meeting to Order/ Roll Call/ Agenda Approval:


Chair, Chris May called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Planning Commission Members Present: Chairperson Chris May; Members:  James Brown. Donna Young, Gene Barry Absent: Eppie Quintana, Billy Valencia. Staff: Pat Senecal.

Donna Young moved to approve the agenda with modifications. Seconded by James Brown and passed by unanimous voice vote. 

II.
Approval of Minutes for May 26, 2010 :

James Brown moved to approve the minutes.  Gene Barry seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Approval of Minutes for June 2, 2010:  Gene Barry moved to approve the minutes with revision. James Brown seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote.

III.      New Business

A. Stacey Maxwell/ Mat Holgate: re: car sales business at Hwy 151/172. 

Joe and Renee Holgate presented the family’s ideas about opening a car sales business at the corner where Hiebco currently has a business. He described how Sunshine Motors only shows a small number of cars at their Cortez business and have been conducting a car business for 31 years. It is a family owned business that would be managed by their son and daughter. Mr. Holgate showed pictures of automobiles parked on the Hiebco property. He said they would show on an average 8-10 cars at a time, that way any sales are visible. He showed pictures  that demonstrate room between, behind and in front where pedestrians would go. Other parking is available in an area behind the building. Staff noted the Downtown Steering Committee was invited as they have influence and interest in how the town develops. James Brown asked about whether detailing, repairs , or parts storage would be done at the site? Mr. Holgate answered repairs would be done offsite and detailing only inside and if there were proper drains. A discussion followed about sales taxes and Mr. Holgate explained that people purchasing cars living in town would pay taxes to the town, county and state, but those living in the county would only pay taxes to the county and state, of which the town would receive a percentage, but no Tribal members would pay taxes. He wants to open by October or in January. The state process of opening a car sales business is easy, Holgate stated. Discussion continued regarding municipal business licensing and parking requirements. Staff pointed out that the current Business Zoning restrictions do not allow auto sales and that the Planning Commission would need to vote on whether to move auto sales into the Special Use permit under “Allowed Uses” by changing the code. James Brown moved to take “auto sales” off of the Not Allowed in the “B” Zone and put it under Special Use Permit restrictions. Donna Young seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote. Chris May pointed out Mr. Holgate needs to review the sign and design code and other possible locations, if the Hwy 151/172 Hiebco location isn’t available.

IV. 
Old Business:

A. Accept Final Draft of Land Use Goals and Objectives. Staff noted that all requested changes had been made each section had been previously approved individually. Gene Barry moved to accept the Final Draft of the Land Use Goals and Objectives. James Brown seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote.  Staff noted this would now go to the Town Board and into the Comprehensive Plan.

B. Rural Philanthropy Days and Youth Planning Commission progress. Staff stated that a grant discovered at Rural Philanthropy Days was written to support a Youth Planning Commission. It was noted that SUCAP would be the “pass through” agency for a grant to the Ballantine Family Foundation, but SUCAP also asked to partner with the town in establishing this commission by having the Teen Center Coordinator be the lead staff. Staff noted that leadership and team skills would be provided through High School Leadership managed by Jen Bartlett. Another grant will be applied for from El Pomar Foundation to further supplement this project.
C. Weeds/ Recommended plantings.  Discussion about the list and how to use it for the benefit of the citizens ensued. It was determined that segments of the list be placed in the newsletter and that the complete list could be offered to those who came in and wanted to pay for copying. A sample list will be placed in the entry area to Town Hall.
D. Fence Height Code Changes.  Staff noted the change recommended to the Land Use Chapter. James Brown moved to amend the code with the following “Exceptions can be made for properties bordering open space or agricultural lands.” Donna Young seconded the motion and it passed unanimously by voice vote.  Staff noted this would go to the Town Board for final approval.
V. Planning Administrative Activity:

Staff reports highlights and answers questions. The grant supporting the downtown 

      solar lighting will be further discussed and likely concluded on July 12. Various          

      permits existing and pending were discussed. Ongoing discussion regarding road 

      access to the West Mesa was being planned with the new Superintendent.
VI.
Miscellaneous
: A motion was made to suspend the August Planning Commission 

meeting and meet again for a regular meeting after Labor Day on Thursday, Sept 

9, 2010 at 6 pm.

VII.
Adjournment  

James Brown moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Donna Young and passed by unanimous voice vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
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