TOWN OF IGNACIO 

SPECIAL MEETING
Tuesday, June 22, 2010

I. Public Hearing: - Mayor George Whitt opened the Public Hearing at 5:30 p.m. to hear comments on the new Medical Marijuana law recently passed by the State and medical marijuana licensing in the Town. Trustees present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Ray Larsen, and Marie Zeller.  Town Staff: Balty Quintana, Manager; Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk, Chief Kirk Phillips and Attorney Dirk Nelson. Audience: Clover Greene (and her assistant), Anne Mooney, Carol McWilliams of Pine River Times, Stella Cox, Victor Atencio, Tom Atencio, James Brown and John (no last name). 
Clover Greene made statements opposing allowing any marijuana dispensaries in Town, listing the negative impacts on the town including increased crime, foregoing federal grants, and breaking the law.

Ann Mooney, a business owner urged the Board not to allow commercial medical marijuana operations in the Town until there are well-established State regulations. Currently there is lack of clear and comprehensive regulations regarding the new law. Negative impacts include lowering property values, community character and well-being. She said numerous articles state the many negative effects of growing marijuana including mold, spores, odors, out of compliance wiring and ventilation and water damage. Danger to firefighters, caregivers and home invasions has all been negative impacts where medical marijuana has been allowed.  Ignacio has worked hard to improve the downtown business and the community. She asked the Board not to rush in making any decisions and to wait until more strict guidelines have been established by the State. 

John, who stated he was a patient and a grower agreed that community’s well-being is important. He stated he has agricultural land that is used to grow marijuana, which he delivers to medical marijuana dispensaries by contract. He raises chickens and goats as well to support his family. He encouraged informing the community of the new law. The Board can set the regulations for a business to dispense the products in Town, not just the County and State can set guidelines. He feels the Town does not need to be distributing medical marijuana and that there are reliable outlets in Durango. There are delivery services in Pagosa and Bayfield and Ignacio could establish a delivery service discreetly. If you want to keep distribution out, at least consider the farmers that can grow the product for distribution, creating a livelihood for many. 

James Brown urged the Town Board not to allow for medical marijuana feeling it would be detrimental to the community. 

Victor Atencio opposed any medical marijuana stating the community already has problems with alcohol that is not controlled.

Stella Cox supports the Board in not allowing medical marijuana in the Town, sales, whether it is controlled by the State or County. No need to have it in the community, not a good outcome. 

Tom Atencio stated he has seen many of his friends start with alcohol, then to marijuana and on to harder drugs. There is already a presence of illegal drugs in the community and allowing the distribution across the counter will be a negative impact to the Town. 

This morning the County Commissioners removed the moratorium on applications for individuals wanting to establish a growing house or distribution dispensary for medical marijuana in La Plata County through June 30 at 5:00 p.m. when the State law becomes effective July 1. La Plata County will take applications from the existing operators, mainly for the growers who are supplying dispensary owners through June 30 at 5:00 p.m. This will allow existing operators to continue doing business until land use regulations are established. This also allows for new applications to satisfy the State deadlines.

Stella Cox asked the Board not to be afraid to make the right decision for the betterment of the community. George Whitt could give a lot of stories about how the marijuana affects people’s lives. Mr. Atencio stated it would not be good for the community, and that there are already problems in Town. Tom Atencio asked the Chief if he felt the Police Department could control the distribution if passed. Chief Phillips stated the department is neutral on the issue but stated the department must follow grants that make them abide by federal laws. He stated it could be detrimental to the Town. Mayor Whitt stated the Board was elected to protect the citizens of the Town. Several of the grants obtained are federal grants and there may not be grant money if medical marijuana licensing were approved. The public hearing was closed at 6:00 p.m. 

II. Call Special Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt opened the Special Meeting at 6:00 p.m. Trustees present: Ray Larsen, Marie Zeller and Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins.

III. Swear in New Board Member: Town Clerk Georgann Valdez swore in Leroy Herrera to serve as Trustee until the next regular election. 

IV. Approve Staff Submitting 2010 Limited Gaming Impact Grant Application:  Chief Phillips explained he received notice from the State that they were possibly going to fund the 2011 Grant cycle for Limited Gaming Impact. One of new requirements of the grant is getting Board approve to submit the application, which is due July 1. The application is for approximately $100,000 to be used for software, a new police vehicle and operating expenses.  Trustee Zeller moved to approve staff submitting the 2010 Limited Gaming Impact Grant Application.  Seconded by Trustee Herrera. The motion passed unanimously individual voice vote. 

V. Gas Rate Adjustment Correction – The incorrect figures were submitted to the Board at the June 8 meeting. The new adjustment will be an increase of $.03 per mcf from $7.21 to $7.24. Trustee Zeller moved to approve the new gas rate adjustment. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

VI. The Board agreed by consensus to amend the Agenda to include a vote on the Medical Marijuana Licensing issue discussed in the Public Hearing. 

VII. Medical Marijuana Licensing approval or denial by Town Board: Following comments from the Board, where all five stated opinions opposing the issuing of such a license, and with direction from Attorney Dirk Nelson, Trustee Larsen moved that the Board expressed an intent to adopt an ordinance to ban medical marijuana dispensaries in Town and directs staff to draft an ordinance that would ban them under the new State law for the July meeting and that the Board impose a moratorium on accepting any applications for any kind of dispensary immediately until the July 13. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.

With no other business, the Board adjourned the Special Meeting at 6:15 p.m.
_______________________________________

__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor
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Attest:  Georgann Valdez Town Clerk
Special Town Board Meeting June 22, 2010
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