REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, June 8, 2010

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich and Marie Zeller. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager; Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager; Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police; Sgt Wes Crume; and Dirk Nelson, Town Attorney. In the audience:  James Brown, (Planning Commission Member); Carol Helmin-Schmid, Kasey Correia, Anthony Porambo, Carol McWilliams from Pine River Times and Patrick Young from the Durango Herald, Naomi Russell, Caitlin Garcia, Elko Garcia, Jr. and Peter Tregillus.
II. Mayor Whitt read a letter from Leroy Herrera expressing his interest to fill the vacancy on the Town Board caused by Brad Egger’s ineligibility to serve as Board Member due to his not meeting the residency requirements. Carol Helmin-Schmid questioned why the Board would not replace Mr. Egger with the candidate with the next highest votes in the April Municipal election. Attorney Dirk Nelson responded that no one had challenged the election within the legal time frame, so filling Mr. Egger’s position would be treated as a vacancy where the Board has the authority to fill the vacancy. Trustee Larsen said he worked with Mr. Herrera when he served the Board in the past, and that he probably has a lot of energy to offer the Town. Trustee Zeller said Mr. Herrera failed to put in his letter his address qualifying him as a resident to serve. Mayor Protem Robbins confirmed his address is on Empire Street. It was noted in the newsletter and by word of mouth that the vacancy existed where any interested citizen could have expressed their interest in serving on the Board. The Town received no other letters or requests. Kasey Correia begged the Board to consider the next highest vote getter, Thomas Atencio to fill the vacancy. Trustee Zeller stated she spoke with Mr. Atencio about the vacancy and he said he was not interested. Trustee Larsen moved to appoint Leroy Herrera to fill the vacancy on the Town Board until the next regular election. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

III. Public Comment:  

A. Downtown Steering Committee Chairperson Kasey Correia presented the goals and mission statement of the Downtown Steering Committee after meeting for a year following a study done in February, 2009. Recommendations to revitalize the business district were drafted. She asked the Board to recognize the committee and all the hard work they’ve done. They will go to SUCAP, School Board and the Tribe for recognition of the committee. The Board had authorized the formation of the Downtown Steering Committee after last year’s study and Kasey was asking for a consensus from the Board to continue its work and bring recommendations to the Board for consideration. Mayor Protem recommended changing the name to “Community Revitalization” and taking their ideas to the Chamber of Commerce. Mayor Whitt thanked the group for all their hard work. 

B. Kasey Correia reported the process to move Ignacio Floral to a new location and a new building. Permits and building were completed and a Certificate of Occupancy was issued. Subsequently she was notified of a need for more ERTS. She has a concern about how ERTS are being determined by the Southern Ute Indian Tribe Utilities. Various Board members asked how this happened and could be avoided in the future. Staff has established a process where the Southern Ute Utility Division will review all new structures through the building plans for impact on the sewer system. Balty explained the contract states the Tribe can audit and determine the impact on the system from new structures. Trustee Millich apologized as a Board Member that Kasey was charged for sewer tap fees after the building was built and a Certificate of Occupancy was issued.
C. Wildcat Basketball coach Naomi Russell requested funds from the Town to help a group of young ladies attend a basketball camp at Adams State at the end of June. In spite of parent’s assistance and fundraisers, they still needed help. Trustee Millich moved to give the Wildcat Basketball girls $300.00 for camp. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

D. Road Runner – SUCAP program coordinator Peter Tregillus gave a brief review of the Transit budget. Runs to Bayfield and Saturday service will be dropped due to a decrease in ridership. A draft budget was presented to the Board, with the Town’s share   $2,875.00 for 2011. The 2011 application is due June 28.     
IV. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes: Trustee Larsen moved to approve the Town Board minutes of May 11, 2010. Seconded by Trustee Zeller.  The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.  The minutes for the Special Meeting will be presented at the July meeting. 

V. Bills to be Paid: Trustee Larsen moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Zeller seconded.  The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.  

VI. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: Chief Phillips is asking for the Board’s direction regarding medical marijuana licensing after reviewing the current state law passed and effective July 1. Municipalities have the authority to ban licensing or set their own rules and fees. Chief Phillips outlined regulations regarding the licensing and asked the Board if he should draft an ordinance allowing and regulating the licensing. Following questions and options available, a public hearing date was set for June 22, 2010. Zoning questions and locations could be answered at the public hearing.

B. Maintenance: Mayor Protem Robbins stated that in doing yard work she discovered the area to dump branches was kept locked. Balty explained that residents begin dumping trash and found it necessary to keep the gate locked. Fees could be considered. James Brown offered his services. It could be placed in the newsletter.    

C. Treasurer: Financial Reports include normal budget expenditures till the end of May. We are managing to keep to the budget. We are finishing up with Gas Phase II, with an additional small project expected to be finished this year, which will be the end of our big expenditures for the year. We received a partial gaming grant that will help. The largest debt payment was made in June. The draft audit was presented to the Board. Becky explained how to read the audit stating there were few changes from last year. It looks good, and with Board approval it can be submitted to the State by the June deadline. Trustee Larsen moved to accept the draft audit. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

D. Planning: Anthony Porambo stated the draft to form the Youth Planning Commission follows the Planning Commission structure and also has plans to restart Teen Court. The Board gave its support. Pat reported that the Southwest Conservation Corp is doing work in town so please give them encouragement. James Brown would be willing to inspect the loads for dumping branches and check the gate by appointment after hours, with Board approval. The land use plan is near completion and progress is being made on the Comprehensive Plan. The six-year limit on waiving impact fees was dropped because there was no precedence. 

VII. Old Business: 

VIII. New Business:

A. Gas Rate Adjustment from $7.21 to $7.01 a decrease of $.20 per mcf:  Trustee Zeller moved to approve the gas rate adjustment. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 

B. WCA Transit Waste Rate Increase – Following a few questions and comments regarding the rate and service, three Board members expressed discontent with the service.  Balty will address these issues with WCA Transit Waste Management. Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the WCA Transit Waste rate increase. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
C. Resolution #02-2010 – Lease Purchase Agreement for Jet Rodder Truck – A resolution is required for a lease purchase agreement for a Jet Rodder truck with the company selling the truck instead of getting a loan with Wells Fargo. Trustee Larsen moved to approve Resolution #02-2010 for the lease purchase agreement of a Jet Rodder Truck. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.
D. Resolution #03-2010 – Formal Board Adoption of West Mesa Infrastructure Study – The engineers and consultants doing the study gave a presentation to the Board in November 2009. The State mainly paid for the study through a grant, with the Town’s share being $25,000.00. This formal approval will be helpful in obtaining future grants. Trustee Zeller pointed out an error in the Resolution. Trustee Larsen moved to approve Resolution #03-2010 the Formal Board Adoption of the West Mesa Infrastructure Study as amended. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote.  
IX. Administrative Reports:


A. Town Manager: In addition to comments made in the Manager’s memo

· A reminder that the meeting with Bayfield and Durango will be held at the Durango Council Chambers July 27 and Board Members were encouraged to attend. Agenda items will be prepared in advance.

· The water main has been unclogged and repairs are complete.

· Corridor Study is in progress with bids closing tomorrow with RFP’s to be submitted.

· A PUC inspection was done on our steel gas lines for cathodic protection. Anodes were added and readings have improved to an acceptable level. The gas main south of Empire Street on the Central alley still needs attention and our plan is to replace that mainline with poly later this summer.

· The County Commission asked staff to do a drive up to view the land available to the town called the West Mesa. July 23 was selected for that.

B. Town Attorney: No Report. 
X. Miscellaneous:  Comments by Mayor Protem Robbins: Letters in Board packets were addressed regarding code compliance. Rally meeting will be next Saturday, Car Cruise is this weekend, and the tagger’s artwork at the Car Wash was great. This project is ongoing by Ignacio Art Guild.  Trustee Zeller questioned who pays for a resident’s water leak repairs. Balty explained if it outside of the meter, the Town would make the repairs, inside the meter is the homeowner’s responsibility. Comments were exchanged regarding Balty returning $100 received as a Christmas bonus.

XI. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, July 13, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue.

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk

Town Board Meeting June 8, 2010
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