
Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Wednesday, May 5, 2010

I.
Call Meeting to Order/ Roll Call/ Agenda Approval:


Vice Chairperson, Gene Barry called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Planning Commission Members Present: Chairperson Chris May; Members:  James Brown. Absent: Donna Young, Eppie Quintana, Billy Valencia. Staff: Pat Senecal.

James Brown moved to approve the agenda with corrections. Seconded by Chris May and passed by unanimous voice vote. 

II.
Approval of Minutes for April 7, 2010:

James Brown moved to approve the minutes with changes.  Chris May seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote.

III.
Planning Administrative Activity:

Staff reports highlights and answers questions. Discussion about solar light testing, working with Tierra to see if we can use EDI grant to build affordable housing in Neher subdivisions, Southwest Conservation Corps grant that allows us to hire them at a highly discounted cost because of a regional grant they received. James Brown suggested they do NOT repair bridge to Intermediate School on Burns again, but instead put culvert in with dirt over it. Subway is still investigating finding a lot 75’x 150’ to purchase/ lease on which to build a restaurant. The question is how much money or time would it cost us? SUIT-Ignacio Sanitation District working relationship discussed as essential to building permit fees being transparent for customer. Code Compliance ineffective as there has been no citation on Harrell for outside storage by Commercial Kitchens and Sidekick tents still not permitted. Mention was made of non-compliance on a beer case on the sidewalk in front of the TP Bar on Goddard and what is the reason for wood storage next to the building. Board of Adjustment decision for Chapin was reported.

IV. 
Old Business:


A.  Accept Team Process Guidelines.

James Brown moved to accept the Team Process Guidelines with one correction. Chris May seconded and the motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

B. Land Use Goals Revisions for Natural Resources category.

Questions came up concerning the way the school uses irrigation water by pulling from one lot where the band room is over to larger grassy area. But, what is being used on the football field? Suggestion to meet with the School Board re: savings possibilities.  Staff explains that once the goals are set, the Planning Commission sets priorities for implementation. Request to cross reference the papers in the packet to Agenda numbering. 

The existing Transportation section of the 2004 Land Use Goals was discussed and changed to reference the West Mesa Infrastructure Study/ Vol 2/ Traffic and Transportation, completed 2009, and Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan, in progress, which will describe future uses of Highway 172, both south and north of town, among Town, Southern Ute Indian Tribe, CDOT, and La Plata County. Some additions were to attempt to acquire property for a central parking area and search for grants to promote recommendations in the studies. An objection to the West Mesa Infrastructure Transportation recommendations was that Browning might become a higher trafficked road. Browning is zoned R-2 and developed as such and meets walkability criteria. Staff suggested that as the Planning Commission reviews recommendations out of any study, that they issue “addendums” to the studies, so that future Planners and Commission members could take those into consideration. See attached draft revisions. 

What is the use of the empty water tanks in the maintenance yard? Suggestion to call Bayfield to see if they could use. 

V.       New Business

A. Language related to Business Zone and No Outside Storage. 

Discussion regarding the way the code was written and formatted resulted in a suggestion to create a new format, but leave the wording as it was. James Brown mentioned that he found 7 different references that described what was expected concerning storage.

Discussion about the lack of a citation for Harrell outside storage, which was directed to be completed by the Town Board in their April meeting. A recommendation was made that staff draft a letter from Planning Commission to Town Manager to encourage citation compliance. Questions for future enforcement: How are violations of the code handled? What language is needed to not renew or revoke a business license? And Can a citizen make a Citizen Citation?  Chris May moved to approve a letter to the Town Manager regarding the Harrell citation. James Brown seconded and it was approved by unanimous voice vote.

B. West Mesa Infrastructure Planning Written Report Available in office.

Discussion concerning agricultural fencing included the following points:

1. Perimeter properties ought to be able to be protected against stock, by Colorado Law, which describes the specific type of barbed wire to be used.

2. Various ideas about what height would work to keep out deer, from 8 to 12 feet was suggested.

3. Gene Barry had researched various ways to make a deer fence.

4. What mechanism will adjust high fences built on the perimeter of a property which later obstructs other property because it is in the middle of town?

5. Why not leave exceptions to the Board of Adjustment, since that is already in the code?

It was agreed to continue this discussion to conclusion at the next regular meeting.

VI.
Miscellaneous
:

Gene Barry commended James Brown, Planning Commission member and citizen for volunteering to use his pick up to help individuals get materials out of their yard to the clean up site during Clean Up week.

VII.
Adjournment  

James Brown moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Chris May and passed by unanimous voice vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
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