REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, November 10, 2009

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Lawrence Bartley, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, Linda Moore and Marie Zeller. Staff:  Balty Quintana, Manager, Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk, Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager, Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police and Dirk Nelson, Attorney. Guests: Trudy Kramer from SUCAP.

II. Public Comment: Nathan Ballenger of Energy by Design, a local business doing energy efficiency services, which includes energy audits and energy performance service on buildings. Mr. Ballenger has been contracted to do energy audits on the Town’s buildings to determine any loss of energy and to recommend improvements to eliminate this, thus reducing energy bills, at an average cost of less than $1000 per building. The energy saving measures that may be needed may be paid through a no-interest loan. Through funding from the Governor’s Energy Program, Energy by Design, in conjunction with 4-Core and Housing Solutions for the Southwest, are available to do audits and weatherization on homes for residential applicants whom are income qualified. All Medicaid and LEAP recipients automatically qualify for free audits and weatherization measures. Local residents will be notified of the program through the newsletter. 
Mayor George Whitt asked the Board, Staff and Audience to offer a moment of silence for all veterans, as tomorrow, November 11 will be Veterans Day. 
III. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes of October 13, 2009. Trustee Millich wanted the minutes to reflect that she recommended the staff consider staggering furlough days. Trustee Zeller concurred. Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the minutes with corrections. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.    

IV. Bills to be Paid:  Trustee Larson moved to have the bills paid following questions on Mike Whitney’s engineering services. Seconded by Trustee Millich. The motion passed unanimously. 

V. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: No questions.

B. Maintenance:  

C. Treasurer:  Balty explained the $80,000 in anticipated reimbursements are coming from closing out the 2009 Limited Gaming Grant. 

D. Planning: November 17 at 6:00 p.m. a public meeting for the West Mesa Access/Infrastructure Study.

VI. Old Business: 
VII. New Business

A. Gas rate adjustment. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the gas rate adjustment from $5.68 to $6.79, an increase of $1.11/mcf. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion was approved unanimously.

B. Pinon Liquor License Renewal:  Trustee Millich moved to approve the Pinon Liquor License. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed with Trustee Larsen abstaining.

C. Safe Routes to School Grant Approval: Trudy Kramer from SUCAP explained this is a non-infrastructure grant that would finance a ‘walking bus’, bike rodeo and crossing guards. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Safe Routes to School Grant. Seconded by Trustee Moore. The motion was approved unanimously.

D. Regional Housing Alliance Funding Agreement: Balty explained the Town’s share has decreased by a very small amount and this year will be $4,697.51, which is in the 2010 preliminary budget. Trustee Larsen moved to approved the Regional Housing Alliance Funding Agreement. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. 

E. Approval of Plan for Dissolution Between the Town of Ignacio and Ignacio Sanitation District: Trustee Zeller questioned line item #10 in the Plan authorizing the Town, subject to voter approval, to impose a property tax levy to defray the cost of providing sewer service. Dirk explained that this only gives the Town the authority to impose a property tax levy, but this could not be done without an election of the voters, and he recommended that the Town not waive the authority. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Plan for Dissolution between the Town and Ignacio Sanitation District. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed with Trustees Ena Millich and Marie Zeller voting no. 

F. Approval of Wastewater Treatment Agreement with the Southern Ute Indian Tribe:  Balty explained a few minor changes to the Agreement, including dates and service area. Balty will get a final copy to the Board. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Wastewater Treatment Agreement, with said changes. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously. 
G. Resolution 11-2009 – Authorizing Officers to Take Action to Complete the Dissolution of Ignacio Sanitation District: Dirk explained this resolution authorizes staff to sign the necessary documents in completing the dissolution of ISD. Trustee Moore moved to approve Resolution 11-2009 – Authorizing officers and staff of the Town to take action to complete the dissolution of Ignacio Sanitation District. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed with Trustees Ena Millich and Marie Zeller voting no. 
H. Ordinance 274 – Establish a Sewer Enterprise: State statute requires an ordinance to establish an enterprise in any municipality. Trustee Larsen moved to adopt Ordinance 274 establishing a Sewer Enterprise. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
I. Resolution 12-2009 – Establishing rates for sewer service through the Sewer Enterprise:  The resolution sets the rates and charges for sewer service provided by the Town. A brief discussion regarding the rates and effective date of December 1. The Sanitation District will be meeting later this month to adopt the rate increase from the Tribe. Balty recommended approving Resolution 12-2009 contingent on ISD adopting those rates as they are based on what the Tribe will be charging the Town when the District is dissolved. Trustee Millich recommended removing the second “Whereas” in the resolution as the Town has not yet adopted a Sewer Ordinance to govern the provision of sewer service by the Town. The Board concurred. Trustee Zeller moved to adopt Resolution 12-2009, with “Whereas, the Town has adopted a Sewer Ordinance to govern the provision of sewer service by the Town” removed. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
J. Authorization to Staff to Continue the SB-232 West Mesa Access/Infrastructure Grant Application: Trustee Millich wanted a clarification as discussed at the Budget Workshop, of where the sale price of $675,000 from the Growth Fund was going to be spent. Her understanding was that the Town would contribute $300,000 as a match toward a five million dollar grant for infrastructure costs. The Tribe’s Growth Fund would contribute from the Town’s share $350,000 in addition to $750,000 in match toward infrastructure costs, right of way, building a road and moving a couple of houses. The Town would then end up receiving $25,000 for the sale of the Candelaria property. Trustee Bartley moved to authorize staff to continue the SB-232 West Mesa Access/Infrastructure Grant application. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed with Trustees Ena Millich and Marie Zeller voting no. 
VIII. Administrative Reports:

A. Town Manager: 

· Friday, November 13 at 9:30 a.m. the groundbreaking ceremony for the Ignacio Net-Zero Project at 117 Romero Avenue will take place. Balty invited Board members to attend.
· Thursday morning will be the last quarterly breakfast with LPC Commissioners at the Casino. Among topics for discussion is a proposed industrial park near the airport.
· The annual PUC inspection turned out well. 
B. Town Attorney: An agreement was reached following the Olguin Mediation. Work continues with Wells Fargo bank on releasing the right of way from the Deed of Trust.  
Miscellaneous: 

· The Board has been invited to participate in the Veterans Parade in Durango November 11. 

· Subscription Drive for Pine River Times will be held at Shur Valu tomorrow.

· Ignacio Bike Week appreciation party at the Billy Goat this Saturday at 6:00 p.m.

· Trustee Zeller stated a rumor regarding Balty’s successor.

· Trustee Millich felt the letter to Glen Walker was harsh and the town residents should be notified of the billing policy. 
IX. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9:27 p.m. The next regular meeting will be on December 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue. 

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Patricia Senecal  
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