REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Lawrence Bartley, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, Linda Moore and Marie Zeller. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager, Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk, Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police, Dirk Nelson, Town Attorney. In the audience:  Howard Searle, James Brown, and Patrick Young of the Durango Herald. 
II. Change to Agenda: Due to late arrival, Jennifer Lopez was moved to last under Public Comment. Balty recommended an executive session under Manager’s report to discuss the Olguin matter. 

Public Comment:  Howard Searle, of the Ignacio Area Artist Guild, explained to the Board a group of artists would like to have an art fair during San Ignatius Fiesta. A project to get the doors painted with tag art on the carwash storage area on Shoshone Avenue was described. They would like to present entertainment, refreshments and have professional tag artists do their art. There are no funds requested of the Town. The group has obtained the owner’s permission, has received support from SUCAP and is asking the Board’s approval.  Balty suggested they contact Pat Senecal at the Town Hall for direction regarding permits and code compliance. With the Board’s recommendations that the art does not contain any gang signs, is appropriate and clean, the Board agreed by consensus for Mr. Seale to continue. 

Melissa Velasquez, property owner of 710 and 720 Goddard, approached the Board regarding the abandonment of the utility taps on the property, stating she did not abandon them. A court ruling recently deemed the property legally hers. Balty explained the taps had been abandoned due to non-payment of the Readiness to serve fees established by the Southern Ute Utility Division of the Tribe. The Town staff has made several efforts to contact Ms. Velasquez regarding the utility bills and copies of the returned certified letters are in a file. The previous owner Manual Rendon had paid property taxes and utility bills, but after a period payments were not made and, according to the contract with the Tribe, the taps are deemed to be abandoned after non-payment for six months. The Board recommended Ms. Velasquez present her case to the Tribe, at which time some Board members indicated the possibility of waiving Town fees should Trial Utilities do likewise. 

Jennifer Lopez, Director of Regional Housing Authority gave a year-end report. She thanked the Board for its support and for letting Balty and Cecilia serve on the RHA Board. In 2009 a lot has been accomplished including 31 loans to qualifying families in the county, brought in one half a million in energy impact monies, DOLA and other grants and donations, helped 8 families through the program, Ignacio has the first net zero home designed in the county. With funds being cut across the country, the state and locally, it has been a challenge.  Strong partnerships have been established; RHA has been working on an annexation policy, working with weatherization organizations, trying to meet the special rental needs of the community and working on the County Comprehensive Plan. Regarding the Colorado Housing, Inc. house on Romero, a couple of funding setbacks are being resolved and ground breaking is expected in late April. A more detailed presentation will come before the Board next month. The Town’s funding share in RHA was decreased slightly in 2010. New staff member, Jason Ragsdale will be coming before the Board for a spring presentation for RHA. 

III. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes of February 9, 2010 Minutes: Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Town Board minutes of February 9, 2010. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins.  The motion passed unanimously.  

IV. Bills to be Paid: Trustee Zeller moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Bartley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously by individual voting.  

V. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: No questions.

B. Maintenance:  The gas mainline replacement project has started up again. 

C. Treasurer:  No questions

D. Planning: James Brown was present and commented on his first Planning Commission meeting. Appointment to the Planning Commission is the agenda under new business.   

VI. Old Business: 

VII. New Business:

A. Gas Rate Adjustment from $9.52 to $9.07 an decrease of $.47 per mcf:  Trustee Bartley moved to approve the gas rate adjustment. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Ordinance #280 – Municipal Code Amendment – Impact Fees Amendment – Ordinance #280 is further amending section 3-9 regarding waiver of impact fees on the replacement of certain commercial buildings, stating that the replacement of a building within six (6) years of demolition does not impose new impacts on the Town’s infrastructures. Some Board Members questioned placing a time frame on the rebuilding or replacement of a comparable building and how the six years was determined. It was clarified that the impact fees affected only commercial buildings and residential subdivisions. James Brown stated the six-year limitation was a recommendation from the Planning Commission. Following a brief discussion, action on the Ordinance #280 was tabled until the Planning Commission could explain the reasoning behind the six-year time frame. 
C. Appointment of Planning Commission Member – James Brown. Trustee Millich moved to appoint James Brown to serve on the Planning Commission. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

VIII. Administrative Reports:


A. Town Manager: In addition to comments made in the Manager’s memo

· Staff has been researching the use of credit cards as a method of payment. There has been interest by several companies, along with various processing fees and costs for equipment leasing. Further research will continue before being presented to the Board.  

· An explanation of how the Town searches contractors through the Request for Proposal was explained and further advertising of the projects through ‘plan rooms’ in the contractors’ circle will be allowed. The contractor making a bid must still purchase the Bid Documents from the Town. 

· Insurance rates were increased by 6.5% and the Town will continue health coverage with Colorado Employer Benefit Trust (CEBT).

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood plain mapping and insurance coverage will be updated in the future. 

· Mayor Protem Robbins explained the problems the Chamber is having regarding a food vendor that has created difficulties with other vendors regarding pricing of various food items. The Chamber has refused to let the vendor return this year after having the same issues arise for the past two years. The Town may get a call from the vendor.

B. Town Attorney: No Report

Trustee Bartley moved to go into executive session for the purpose of determining positions relative to matters that may be subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, and/or instructing negotiators under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(e). Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed by individual voice vote. The time now is 8:18 p.m. and the regular meeting is closed. At 8:30 the executive session concluded. The meeting was held for the specified reason.  No action was taken as a result of the executive session. 

IX. Miscellaneous:  Balty explained the Addendum to Agreement regarding Phase 2 Gas Line Replacement project. Starting the project were two contractors and one had dropped off and all bonding, insurance and responsibilities are now under one. Balty has already signed the Addendum. 

X. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, April 13, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue.

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk
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