REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, February 9, 2010

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Lawrence Bartley, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, Linda Moore and Marie Zeller. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager, Pat Senecal, Asst Town Manager, Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk, Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police. In the audience:  Mickey O’Hare of Maralex Resources, Peter Tregillus and Tonya Fury from SUCAP, James Brown, Ken Curtis from Region 9 and Patrick Young of the Durango Herald. 
Public Comment – Mickey O’Hare, of O’Hare Investments and Maralex Resources spoke regarding the impact fees charged on the remodel and new construction of their commercial building at 775 Goddard. He stated the impact fees were a surprise to them and their project was delayed due to the added costs. He added that he had asked the Town to waive the impact fees because the building was being renovated, with a new addition. He now asked the Town to refund some of the impact fees paid. Pat Senecal explained Ordinance #274 addresses the waiver of impact fees on any portion of a comparable commercial building that is constructed as a replacement for all or part of a commercial structure that was destroyed or otherwise removed. This will be addressed later on the agenda.    

James Brown addressed the vehicles on the right of way and the snow removal problems these create. Discussion followed regarding the town’s liability, the fact that there is no snow route established, and the costs of having vehicles towed. Chief Phillips stated the Police Department is working with citizens toward voluntary compliance. The safety issue is of great concern for all. Huge piles of snow are creating limited visibility. Maintenance will work on these.

Balty asked the Mayor to Proclaim Girl Scout Week. The Board approved by consensus.   

II. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes of January 12, 2010 Minutes: Trustee Zeller and Balty pointed out misspelling of two words. Ms. Zeller also wanted the minutes to reflect that she had received several calls from concerned citizens, and that they were opposed to Town employees receiving $150 Christmas Bonus, after learning of a police officer being laid off, and also to the 2.5% pay increase. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Town Board minutes of January 12, 2010 with corrections and additions. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins.  The motion passed unanimously.  

III. Bills to be Paid: Trustee Larsen moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Bartley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously by individual voting.  

IV. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: No questions.

B. Maintenance:  The crew has been busy with snow removal. Several Board members commended the crew for their good efforts on keeping the plowing caught up. 

C. Treasurer:  No questions

D. Planning: Pat asked for comments on her draft response to Mrs. DeKay’s request for waiver of fees for her annexation, subdivision and building permits. The Board gave a few suggestions to give the letter a softer tone. Pat stated that Rural Philanthropy Days are set for June 9-11 in Mancos. Four years ago she applied for a $500 Council of the Arts Grant to start the mural-painting project to celebrate the history of Ignacio. This mural project has led to thousands of volunteer hours from both youth and adult citizens. A story of the mural project will be told at the Colorado Preservation Inc Saving Places Conference in February. Cross training is ongoing in the office. 

V. Old Business: 

A. Region 9-Town of Ignacio Loan Assumption Agreement and Region 9-Town of Ignacio Loan Services Agreement: Balty explained this is the Façade Loan Grant program for business improvements. The Pine River Valley Bank applied for the Grant, and the Town of Ignacio was approved for a $25,000 loan to be earmarked to assist local businesses to improve their façade. Region 9 matched the funds and will also be servicing the loans. Two businesses, The Patio and Blackhawk Trading Co. have applied for and have been approved for funds. The Loan Assumption Agreement and Loan Service Agreement outlines the service and repayment of the loans, and the role each plays in funding the façade improvements. Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the Region 9-Town of Ignacio Loan Assumption Agreement and Region 9-Town of Ignacio Loan Services Agreement. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
B. Resolution 02-2010 – Joining Southwest COG Bean Pole II Telecommunication SB 232 Grant Request Project: per Balty’s request, Trustee Larsen moved to table the Resolution. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously by individual voice vote. 
VI. New Business:

A. Division of Criminal Justice Collaborative Grant–Peter Tregillus: The Town currently serves as the applicant agency and grantee to SUCAP for a grant from the Colorado Division of Criminal Justice, which funds the Social Responsibility Training classes at Ignacio High School and Junior High School.  The request is to approve the Year 4 application to continue the classes during the next school year, and to allow the Town Manager, Finance Director and Mayor to review and sign the application. Tonya Fury explained the program. Peter explained the budget total and the Town’s match is zero dollars. Mayor Whitt asked Peter to include administration fees for the Town to administer the Grant. Trustee Millich moved to approve the Division of Criminal Justice Collaborative Grant, with the condition that administration fees for the Town of Ignacio will be added to the budget. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed by individual voice vote. 

B. Gas Rate Adjustment from $7.81 to $9.52 and increase of $1.71 per mcf:  Trustee Bartley moved to approve the gas rate adjustment. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed unanimously. 

C. Ordinance #279 – Municipal Code Amendment – Impact Fees Amendment – Pat asked the Board to look at the Planning report where she outlines the total fees collected for planning in 2009 and the expenses paid out related to planning. She pointed out there was a $3000 deficit against fees and would have been nearly a $7000 deficit had one business not paid Impact Fees. Mr. O’Hare was caught in the middle; the study of the impact fees was ongoing at the time his plans were being submitted. Other commercial improvements have paid the impact fees and in one case, a portion of the impact fees was paid in lieu of by a subdivision development.  Pat read the section of the Ordinance that would waive impact fees for any portion of a comparable commercial building that is constructed as a replacement for all or part of a commercial structure that was destroyed or otherwise removed. Upon approval of the Ordinance, Pat will determine what portion of the paid impact fees would be refunded to Mr. O’Hare. Trustee Larsen moved to approve Ordinance #279 – Municipal Code Amendment of the Impact Fees. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed by individual voice vote. 

VII. Administrative Reports:


A. Town Manager: In addition to comments made in the Manager’s memo

· Frozen water lines resulting in a large utility bill to a citizen was addressed. The Board allowed staff to adjust the bill by the rate the Town pays for the water consumption, approximately $120.

· The Board was in favor of hosting a joint meeting of the elected officials of the Town of Bayfield and the City of Durango in March. 

· The Board heard a suggestion from Balty to allow camping on the Rock Creek II land owned by the Town for the Ignacio Bike Week. It was recommended that the citizens on Candelaria Heights be polled on their thoughts. Other concerns included safety, security, fees, liability and insurance. Staff will address all these before final consideration by the Board.

· The Board supports staff looking into accepting credit card payments at the counter by customers. Input from utility customers was requested in the newsletter.

· After a brief discussion, the Board decided not to pay $1200 for advertisement in the Travel Host Magazine.

· The gas mainline replacement project is on hold due to large amount of snowfall.

· McKean and Balty will be traveling to Commerce City to look at a Jet Rodder Truck. 

· Balty gave a brief update on the Olguin lawsuit.    

B. Town Attorney: No Report

VIII. Miscellaneous:  Mayor Protem Robbins recommended staff look into establishing a snow route. A skunk is wandering Candelaria Heights neighborhoods. Maintenance will set the trap. Trustee Larsen mentioned runoff from snowmelt.  Candidates Packets will be available Feb 12.

IX. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue.

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk

Town Board Meeting February 9, 2010
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