Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 5, 2009

Planning Commission Members Present: Chair: Chris May; Vice Chair: Billy Valencia, Members Donna Young, Gene Barry.  Staff: Pat Senecal, Planning

Time:

I.
Meeting called to order at 6:04 by Chairman Chris May.


With one item added to New Business, a plan review for 85 Goddard, Donna Young moved to approve the amended agenda.  The motion was seconded by Billy Valencia and passed by unanimous voice vote.   

II.
Approval of Minutes for September 14, 2009.  Gene Barry moved to approve the September 14th minutes.  The motion was seconded by Billy Valencia and passed by unanimous voice vote.

III.
Planning Administrative Activity: A table format for the Administrative Activity Report was discussed.  Particular projects were discussed. Two corrections were noted for the report.  The building expansion is located at 745, not 845 Goddard; and Hildy Ochtrup's name was misspelled.  A letter with code violations will be written to Heibco, located at HWY 172 and Goddard.  Their violations include spray painting and outside storage.  Chairman Chris May asked that all five of the proposed demolition properties be listed.  The Duran project at 100 Browning is complete. There have been two applications for the Façade Improvement Fund from Emily Meisner at 85 Goddard and Kasey Correia at 745 Goddard.  Chairman Chris May suggested including a disclaimer in Archived Permits removing Town Liability for information accuracy.    


A $5 million grant has been written to the Department of Local Affairs for road access to the West Mesa.  The project partners the S. Ute Tribe, the Ignacio School District, and the Town of Ignacio.  This is a pre-application for a pending conceptual project.  The Commission endorsed the project in principal, the grant application and furthering the project given the opportunity.

IV. Old Business:

A. Review Correia Expansion Design: Details of the project were discussed and reviewed.  A few options for lighting and a exterior design were approved by the Downtown Design Review Committee and there were no objections from Commissioners.  

Chairman Chris May suggested that the Commission could discuss mural registration and eliminate detailed review of murals by Commission and Town Board.

B.  Continue Land Use Goals Revision: The revision process was continued.  Pat Senecal recommended adding youth civic involvement to the Land Use Goals.  

Donna Young moved to table the revision process, which was seconded by Gene Barry and passed by unanimous voice vote.  

Billy Valencia moved to review only one section of the Land Use Goals at a time.  The motion was seconded by Gene Barry and passed by unanimous voice vote.

 V.       New Business

A. The Patio Restaurant Project, a patio addition, was discussed.  No objections were voiced.

B.   Code discrepancies/ decision-making: murals and design code decisions, signs on other properties, shed size that needs permits.  Instances of discrepancies were explained.  

Questions that were raised about the sign code include, whether or not to allow product advertising; whether or not off-premise signs should be allowed; how do way-finding signs differ from other signage; whether or not window advertising should be allowed; and should sandwich board advertising be allowed.  Possible positions on these questions were also discussed.  Such as product advertising regulation should relate to particular products; regulating wording should state, "As needed"; sandwich signs could be put into a special off-premise category; visual acceptability of signage should be considered; and signage should be appropriate to what is being vended.

Chairman May suggested that an inventory of signs be taken, including types, sizes and materials.  Commissioners will complete the inventory.

Pat Senecal has administratively approved an off-premise, way-finding sign for Mom's Hidden Closet.  She provided support for that decision and emphasized the self-proclaimed Historical site.  City Gateway signs and locations were discussed and it was stated that the revitalization effort is also considering the Gateway signage, as well as way-finding signs.


VI.
Miscellaneous:  No discussion.

VII.
Adjournment: Gene Barry moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Billy Valencia, and passed by unanimous voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.







_______________________________







Chair: Chris May

__________________________
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