Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Monday, September 14, 2009

Planning Commission Members Present: Chair: Chris May; Vice Chair: Billy Valencia, Members Donna Young, Gene Barry; Alternate: Eppie Quintana.  Staff: Pat Senecal, Planning

I.
Call Meeting to Order/ Roll Call/ Agenda Approval: Chairperson Chris May called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  All members were present.  Donna Young moved to approve the agenda with one addition, "Miscellaneous" under new business.  Eppie Quintana seconded the motion, which passed with unanimous voice vote.  

II.
Approval of Minutes for July 6, 2009 and August 3, 2009:  July Minutes had been voted on and approved with said changes at the August meeting.  There was discussion on the August 3rd minutes.   

III.
Planning Administrative Activity:  Pat Senecal gave a report of the Planning Department's administrative activities, including building and excavation permits, code violations, and grants.   

IV.
Old Business:

A. Update on the Downtown Steering Committee and Downtown Development Activity, including streetscapes, trees, facades, Steering Committee Goals, project priorities, murals, and budgets.  Chris May stated that there are only three Ignacio citizens on the Downtown Steering Committee.  There was some discussion about way-finding signs, especially for Navajo Lake.  Eppie Quintana inquired about ways to get Navajo Lake traffic to stop and spend money in Ignacio.  Pat Senecal stated that these and any ideas could be sent to Sara Wakefield (sara@townofignacio.com), Downtown Coordinator or to the Downtown Steering Committee.  There was some discussion about the motorcycle rally and pocket parks, including maintenance and appropriate infrastructure.  Conceptual drawings for a town square were presented in the update summary.  The Town Square theoretically would take the place of the Ignacio Elementary School and effectively redevelop 3 acres.  

The first-ever partnership between the SUIT, CDOT, the Town, and the County was discussed.  This partnership has come together to complete the Corridor Study of HWY 172.  Eppie Quintana commented that this partnership should be maintained and river access and possibly a river trail system should be discussed.  Pat Senecal stated that river access and trails have been discussed some with the SUIT.  

The grocery store and possible location for a large retail facility were discussed.  Richard Sales, of the Colorado Center for Community Development, recommended that the current location is the best suited to the grocery store and the patronage benefits the entire downtown.

Tree planting and maintenance were discussed.  The small tree grant that has been received requires the trees to be planted in the pocket parks that were written into the grant.  Therefore, at this time, trees will not be planted at the Maralex building.  Due to budget constraints caused by economic conditions, money has not and likely will not be allocated to planting or further maintenance.   


V.       New Business


 A.   Continue Land Use Goals Revision: Changes from last meeting were reviewed and additional changes were discussed at this meeting.

VI.       Miscellaneous:


A. A live call-in show will be hosted by La Plata County soliciting commentary on the Master Plan.  Chris May is able to publish the sessions on our local cable channel.  Hosting a local event was discussed.  Chris May commented that the process has historically been very Durango-centric and he had communicated to La Plata County concerns over this.  Pat Senecal stated that the County Planners had hosted sessions at the Farmer's Market and at the Library.


B.  The new Gas Emergency Contact List was distributed and discussed.  

VII.
Adjournment: Donna Young moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Gene Berry and the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
_________________________________      
______________________________

Chairperson: Chris May




Attest: Clerk
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