Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Monday, August 3, 2009

Planning Commission Members Present: Chair: Chris May; Vice Chair: Billy Valencia, Members Donna Young; Alternate Candidate: Eppie Quintana.  Ex-Officio Members: George Whitt, Mayor; Staff: Pat Senecal, Planning.  Gene Berry was absent due to illness.

Time:

I.
Call Meeting to Order: Chairperson Chris May called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m. 


Chairperson May collected changes to the agenda, which included discussion on the July 6 Minutes and a mural approval request.  Pat Senecal stated that item IV.b. Maintenance Plan for Maralex could be tabled, as there is no new information.  A hand out discussing weeds was added as item IV. 

II.
Oath of Office for Eppie Quintana: Pat Senecal issued an Oath of Office for Eppie Quintana who has been appointed a Planning Commission Alternate Member.  Brief introductions of members were given. 

III.
Approval of Minutes for July 6, 2009: Billy Valencia moved to approve the minutes with the stated changes.  The motion was seconded by Donna Young and passed by unanimous voice vote.

IV.
Old Business:

a.    Chinese Elm & trees: A handout discussing weeds was distributed from Chairperson Chris May to Commissioners.  Commissioners were asked to keep this type of information in mind for future discussions.

b.    Public Planting Maintenance Plan:  A motion to table the Maintenance Plan for trees that could be planted at the Maralex building was made by Billy Valencia.  Eppie Quintana seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

c.    Land Use Goals Revision: Review comments from last summer/ fall: discussion began with a general statement and introduction to new member Eppie Quintana.  Chairperson Chris May stated that standards might apply to new growth and development that does not apply to older parts of Town.  Eppie Quintana commented that anything that the Commission can do to attract new businesses to town would be important.  The effects of growth patterns and planning on economic vitality were discussed.


The desire for a larger grocery store was discussed.  Support for an expanded grocery facility was provided by the 2008 Citizen Survey Summary.  Chairperson Chris May stated that suggestions for a location of a retail building site in the range of 30,000 square feet from the planning perspective would be examined by Richard Sales, the Colorado Center for Community Development.  


Commission members were invited to the presentation that Richard Sales and interns would be giving at the next Downtown Steering Committee on August 27th, at 5:30 p.m. at the Library.  


Pat Senecal directed the discussion specifically to the two pages of Land Use Goals to be reviewed.  The 2008 Citizen Survey Analysis provided information for commissioners to weigh during the review process.  She also reported that parks and trails were being examined under the West Mesa Master Plan.


Changes and revisions of the Land Use Goals were discussed. See the attached recommended changes. Discussion will continue at the next meeting.     

d.    Open House for LPCO Comp Plan: flier to hand out.  Chairperson Chris May stated that the County needs to recognize the Southeast Planning District. Chris May also commented that the death of Bob Jenkinson was a lost asset. Pat Senecal commented that she has communicated to County Planning that the Southeast District is underrepresented, County's process has changed and encouraged commissioners to put aside prejudices built on the last three efforts and participate.          

V.        New Business

a.   Enhancement Grant for improvements on CR 320: A very brief description of the scope was heard.

b.   Mural proposed by SCC: Mural Approval: Ignacio Laundry 455 Goddard.  Billy Valencia moved to approves the S.C.C. mural at the Ignacio Laundry with the small amount of text included in the submittal.  Eppie Quintana seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous voice vote. 

VI.
Adjournment: With no more business to come before the Commission Billy Valencia moved to adjourn the meeting.  Donna Young seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.    

___________________________

_________________________

Chairperson Chris May
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