Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Monday, July 6th, 2009

Planning Commission Members Present: Chair: Chris May, Commissioner Billy Valencia, Commissioner Donna Young, and Commissioner Gene Barry.  Staff: Pat Senecal.  Alternative Commissioner Eppie Quintana was not present.  

I.
Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson Chris May. 

II.
Approval of Minutes for June 1, 2009

The Agenda was amended, adding III. C. under Old Business a discussion of a mural at 640 Goddard. 

Donna Young moved to approve the June 1st, 2009 minutes.  The motion was seconded by Billy Valencia and passed by unanimous voice vote.   

III.
Old Business:


 a.    Mesa Infrastructure Public Meeting Powerpoint Presentation:

Donna Young moved to table the presentation. The motion was seconded by Billy Valencia and passed by unanimous voice vote.  Pat Senecal invited commissioners to a Trails and Parks Focus Group, as part of the Mesa Study, on July 14th anytime between 5-6 p.m. 

b.    Recommendation to Town Board for Ignacio Intermediate School annexation: The parcel for annexation is in a known location.  Pat Senecal led the discussion about the annexation.  One reason for annexing the school property is that local police would be able to respond to needs of the schools.  There is no significant fiscal impact from the annexation.  Utilities supplied to the schools would be billed at in-town rates if annexation is complete.  The school is paying the cost of surveying, plats, and any other cost associated with the annexation. 

Donna Young moved to recommend the annexation to the Town Board.  Billy Valencia seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous voice vote.  

c.     Mural at 640 Goddard:  A professional artist has finalized the proposal for a mural to be painted on the wall at 640 Goddard.  Donna Young moved to recommend the mural to the Town Board.  Billy Valencia seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous voice vote.  

IV.       New Business

a.   Tree Grant…Maralex and other properties.  A $500 grant to purchase trees has been received by the town. 2 or 3 trees will be planted on the South side of the Maralex building.  Several commissioners commented on the need for a maintenance plan.  Pat Senecal stated that a maintenance plan would be produced for the commissioners to review at their next regularly scheduled meeting.  There was some discussion about appropriate tree species for Ignacio; Tree species discussion will continue.  

b.   La Plata County Commissioners Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) study: Pat Senecal described the EERE study being conducted by the county to examine energy efficiency or large-scale renewable energy production opportunities.  Pat Senecal discussed several Energy Efficiency projects and funding mechanisms that the county is taking on, including purchasing agreements and performance contracting.

c.   LPCO Comprehensive Plan Kick off update: The County's Comprehensive Plan public kick-off will be held July 25th, from 4 pm until 9 pm at the Durango Recreation Center. 

d.  Begin Land Use Goals Revision: Review comments from last summer/ fall.  Pat Senecal reviewed the elements of the Land Use Goals and reminded commissioners that the goals are reviewed every five years.  Citizen commentary and review process was discussed.  Commissioners requested copies of the Land Use Goals to accompany their copies of citizen commentary.  Commissioners agreed to start reviewing the Land Use Goals a little at a time, starting at the next meeting.  Copies of the Land Use Goals will be provided to commissioners.    

e.  Town Large Projects summary: Pat Senecal reviewed a document with summaries of the Town's large projects and funding, including the West Mesa Master Plan, the Corridor Study, Downtown Revitalization, and the Mural Project.  

V.
Adjournment:  Billy Valencia moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Gene Barry. Meeting was adjourned at 7:06 p.m.    

_____________________________ 
         __________________________

      Chairperson Chris May


   Attest: Sara Wakefield
