Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

Wednesday, April 1st, 2009

6:30 P.M.

I. Meeting was called to Order by Chairperson Chris May at 6:40 pm

Commissioners Billy Valencia, Donna Young and Clover Greene, Chairperson Chris May and Alternate Commissioner Gene Barry were present. Also attending were staff member Pat Senecal and Trustee Kasey Correia, and Mayor George Whitt.

Chairperson May noted that Alternative Commissioner Gene Barry has been established as a regular Planning Commissioner, replacing Linda Moore.

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Commissioner Young. Seconded by Commissioner Valencia. Motion was passed by unanimous voice vote.

II. Approval of Planning Commission Minutes for March 2nd, 2009.  Chairperson May ask to add that Ms. Wilkins was asked several questions during the RHA presentation that she was unable to answer and follow-up would be provided.  Commissioner Barry moved to approve March minutes with said amendments. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Valencia and passed by unanimous voice vote.

III. Old Business:

Due to the entrance of Police Chief Phillips arriving to discuss graffiti the Planning Commissioners agreed to switch items III a. and III b.

a. Graffiti: Chief Phillips stated that three years ago he presented to the Town Board an Ordinance that would place the burden of graffiti removal on the property owner.  At that time the Town Board felt that the Ordinance was too stringent and it did not pass.  Chief Phillips informed the Commission that someone will tag something and then another will come by, cross out the original and place their own tag, so on and so forth.  Chief Phillips stated that the Police would ask property owners if they are aware of graffiti and how the tagging system can work and build up unless removed.  Chairperson May asked what about Police policy on dealing with youth found in possession of graffiti materials.  Chief Philips responded that it is not illegal to possess spray paint.  The police have spoken with the hardware store and they have voluntarily agreed not to sell spray paint to anyone less than 19 years of age.  At this time with no ordinance on the books they only action that can be taken is if someone is caught.

Commissioner Barry stated that the amount of graffiti in town is a small problem compared to large cities where the maintenance is exhausting.

Commissioner Valencia stated that it is not right that the property owner would be responsible for the removal of graffiti and uphold the burden of such.

Chairperson May asked if it is possible to make it harder to possess spray paint and to cite persons in possession of spray paint for apparently no reason.  Chief Phillips stated that the Town Lawyer would have to be consulted as to the constitutionality of such action.

Other suggestions included establishing mandatory community service in the High School system and an anti-graffiti team could be created, hiring more maintenance people and police officers.  

Commissioner Barry stated that many things could be possible with a larger budget, which the Town does not possess.  

Chairperson May suggested that staff estimate labor and material costs that would be needed to mitigate known "message boards" and then seek donations to reimburse those cost.

Chief Phillips pointed out that the back wall of Wells Fargo Bank was repeatedly hit with graffiti and has since painted the wall with anti-graffiti paint. Movable cameras may be one way to monitor highly hit spots.

Staff member Senecal explained that there is a graffiti ordinance under the sign code, which gives property owners five days to remove "illegal signage", including graffiti.  The Town Board at this time is in favor of working in a positive way with property owners that includes education and assistance if available.  

Commissioner Young stated that the Chief has done a good job at keeping graffiti a minor problem.

Mayor Whitt suggested inserting a letter from the mayor in the next billing discussing the graffiti problem.     

b. Revised Storage Container Code: The edited additions were reviewed.  Staff member Senecal stated that the revisions included a general violation policy and also states a point of view.  A wording change was suggested to change "ticketed" to "cited". Minor punctuation changes were stated. 

Mrs. Senecal explained Town Lawyer, Dirk Nelson's recommendations for the Storage Container Code.  Various fees associated with storage containers were discussed, including a discouraging double-fee for renewal and fees associated with shipping containers on permanent foundations.  Time limits in business and residential areas were discussed.  Whether or not a foundation is needed for permanent placement of a shipping container. Conversation was held as to whether or not shipping containers should be allowed in residential areas at all.  Chairperson May pointed out that there is not a design code to be enforced in residential areas.  Cases where multiple shipping containers may be wanted were discussed.  The code revision led to allowing shipping containers, only on impermanent basis in residential areas through the issuance of time dated permitting.  

Commissioner Valencia made a motion to accept the shipping container code revision with the agreed upon revisions, to be forwarded to the Town Board for approval.  Commissioner Barry seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous voice vote.   

c.  Downtown Assessment Report: Staff member Senecal invited commissioners to the Stakeholders Meeting on April 29th, at 5:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Community Meeting Room.  Presentations have been made at the Chamber of Commerce and will be made to the Library Board.


Staff member Pat Senecal invited commissioners to the Southwest Design Academy's remaining classes on Monday evenings April 13th through May 9th.  Another training opportunity was presented for the Downtown Colorado Inc. (DCI) conference.  Chairperson May questioned the cost of the mentioned trainings.  Trustee Correia and Chairperson May expressed interest in the mentioned DCI training.  An Audio Conference on Land Use Planning was also discussed as a training opportunity.  Chairperson May suggested registering for the audio conference to at least receive the CD of the conference as a resource available in the Town's collection.  

IV. New Business

a. Commissioner Young nominated Commissioner Valencia for the position of Planning Commission Vice Chair, Commissioner Valencia accepted.   Commissioner Barry moved to close the nominations.  Nominations were closed with no other nominations Commissioner Valencia was elected Vice Chair. 

b. Materials were provided for the purpose of reviewing Robert's Rules of Order.  Some discussion was held about best practices.  Chairperson May reminded fellow commissioners that when public discussion comes up that individuals should ask the Chair to be recognized, which will in effect, allow each person to be heard.

Liabilities, responsibilities, and limitations of Planning Commissioners were discussed.   

Materials that are distributed in the Planning Commission Orientation binders were pointed out.

Responses from the Regional Housing Alliance presentation questions were distributed to Commissioners in follow-up to the previous presentation.

VI.     Vice Chair Valencia made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Barry, and passed by unanimous voice vote. 

________________________________                          ___________________________

Chairperson: Chris May




Attest: Sara Wakefield

