PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Minutes

Monday, January 5th, 2009 

Planning Commission Members Present:  Chair: Linda Moore. Members: Chris May, Donna Young. Alternate member: Gene Barry.

Ex-Officio Members Present: Mayor George Whitt, Trustee Kasey Correia

Staff: Pat Senecal

I.
Meeting Called to Order by Chairperson Linda Moore at 6:03 p.m.  Agenda was amended to include the election of a new Chair and Vice Chair under Old Business item A.  Commissioner Chris May moved to approved the amended agenda.  The motion was seconded by Gene Barry, and passed unanimously. 

II.

Approval of Planning Commission Minutes for

December 1st, 2008. Chris May moved to approve the December 1st, 2008 minutes with one spelling correction.  The motion was seconded by Donna Young, and passed unanimously.

III.

Old Business: 

A. Selection of Officers: Donna Young nominated Chris May for Chair.   Linda Moore moved to close the nomination.  With no other nominations for Chair, Chris May was appointed.  Billy Valencia was nominated as the Vice Chair by Commissioner Chris May, and Gene Barry nominated Linda Moore for Vice Chair. Chris May moved to close the nomination for Vice Chair. Linda Moore was elected by a 2 to 1 vote.

B. Colorado Community Revitalization Partnership (CCRP) Dates, Groups and Plan: Commission members reviewed a Preliminary Agenda, Team Agreement Scope of Work and a proposed list of team members.  Staff has requested that Commissioners comment on topics that should be included in the Orientation.  Sales Tax, the Citizen Survey, Town History, a small budget assessment, surrounding impacts and current projects were suggested.  It was suggested that a representative from the Real Estate community might be valuable, especially someone with commercial and residential experience.  Jay Lynch was also suggested as a focus group contact.  All Commissioners stated that a daytime focus group would be a good time for them to meet.

C. Traffic study update: Traffic is not expected to lessen in the next twenty-five years, verified through BP contacts.  Staff is confirming that air quality may be compromised by a traffic light, and that the air quality in this area is marginal already due to proximity of New Mexico power plants; staff is contacting San Juan Basin Health to confirm.

Pat Senecal has located temporary stoplights and discussed with Jim Horn, CDOT Engineer, the need to have a trained professional monitor the experiment to delineate what was being observed.  Also professionals may be needed to set-up equipment; both adding cost to the study.

Ignacio Police Chief Phillips has communicated that having a police officer in the intersection would be unacceptably unsafe; the Chief and staff agreed that the temporary lights would work to gather data with.  Chief Phillips prepared a memo for the Planning Commission stating that CDOT would be striping the Ute and Goddard intersection this spring or fall.  

The Planning Commissioners expressed concern over parking that may be lost even with striping.  Trustee Kasey Correia stated that if parking were lost there would be opposition. Commissioner Chris May said that it might be the Commissions position to make opposition heard.

Planning Commissioners would like to advise the Town Board to hold a public hearing held for any changes made to the intersection

D. Downtown Meetings Update: Three people showed up for an ad hoc group that met in December.  Ms. Senecal stated that some concern had been brought up, due to lack of formal meeting agenda and comprehensive invitations.  The purpose of the meeting was more generally to encourage public discourse.  Trustee Kasey Correia stated that a benefit of having staff involved in such a meeting is consistency and information gathering and also that shows community cooperation.

During the Downtown Meeting, Citizen Richard Olguin discussed a bypass idea near the Post Office.  Commissioner Chris May stated that he had inspected the mentioned road and thought it not to be wide enough for heavy traffic for a part of the length of the road, and the rest very narrow. 

IV.

New Business: 

A. Property Maintenance, Code and Enforcement:  Commissioners did not want to use the word "Zircon" in the proposed changes to the Land Use Chapter, as it is a specific trade name.  Commissioners decided to use "Shipping or storage containers" instead.
Additions to the Land Use Chapter addressing concerns of storage and unsightliness were discussed.  Some wording suggested by the Town Lawyer Dirk Nelson was discussed.  Commissioner Donna Young stated that most noncompliant constituents had never been brought to task for infractions and therefore why have municipal codes that are seldom fulfilled.  

Commissioner May suggested a method whereby a complaint is heard by staff, it is then the Town's responsibility to investigate, and upon a found infraction an officer is sent to issue a ticket to appear in court.  Thereby removing the conflict of enforcement by placing the burden on the court.  Commissioner May questioned why infractions are sent to the Town Board in the first place.

Discussions with the Town's Lawyer have clarified that existing Municipal Code violations cannot be considered criminal.  Not paying a fine may lead to jail time or criminal consideration.  Also, Town Staff are not allowed to issue a citation to court.

Commissioner Donna Young suggested writing the Municipal Code in such a way that reflects how it actually happens.  Therefore the Municipal Code would state that the Town would offer communication, negotiation, and very little action would be taken on enforcement.

Some suggestions were to multiply a fine and being able to cite infringements into court not the Town Board.  Commissioner Chris May suggested there be language to send violations to municipal court.  Pat Senecal requested that the Planning Commissioners research other Town's Municipal Codes that sound as if it would work in our situation of intimacy between members of a small town and police department.

Enticement and offering solutions to infringing constituents were discussed.  

Commissioner Linda Moore moved to table the discussion about Municipal Code enforcement.  Commissioner Chris May seconded the Motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

V.

Adjournment:

Chris May motioned to adjourn the meeting. Donna Young seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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