REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Marie Zeller, Lawrence Bartley. Ena Millich arrived at 7:05 pm. Staff:  Balty Quintana, Manager, Pat Senecal, Acting Clerk and Assistant Town Manager and Dirk Nelson, Attorney. Guests: Trudy Kramer, Peter Tregellis.

II. Public Comment: Peter Tregellis and Trudy Kramer brought an update on the Safe Routes To School grant of which the town is the applicant and partnering with SUCAP to fulfill the terms. Trudy described education in the schools and an assessment of needs that is completed, working with Sara Wakefield, Town Planning Intern. Various issues revolved around crosswalk protection, interconnection between schools and bike paths. Peter asked the Town Board to choose which solution to apply for in a grant due in December. Balty Quintana, noted that no match was required for the upcoming grant. Mr. Quintana suggested pedestrian signs placed into the street are cost effective. Mayor George Whitt suggested SUCAP should apply for as much as possible to improve routes to schools, particularly crosswalks at the Intermediate School and Elementary School. Mr. Quintana noted that meetings with county, CDOT and energy producers are promoting avoiding Ignacio during morning and afternoon school opening and closing times. Mayor Whitt and Mr. Tregellis asked to see the school annexation agreement signed recently to assess the commitment of the school to improvements.
Trustee Robbins noted that nothing is mentioned in the minutes about the Olguin letter and the reading of it and also Trustee Zeller and Robbins made comments that were not recorded. Trustee Robbins believes its important to see the details on the website for the citizens to read.

Trustee Millich noted that she wanted added to these minutes that she was present at the August 11, 2009 meeting.
III. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Board Minutes of Tuesday, September 10, 2009 with additions regarding the submittal and reading of the Olguin letter on the Liquor License application.  Seconded by Trustee Robbins. The motion passed unanimously.   

IV. Bills to be Paid:  Trustee Bartley moved to have the bills paid. Seconded by Trustee Robbins. The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.   

V. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept : No violations with the Sidekick Lounge that have submitted a renewal for their Liquor License.

B. Maintenance:  Irrigation flush. Trustee Robbins requested the town newsletter include how to take care of lines during the winter.

C. Treasurer:  Preliminary Budget for 2010 submitted and Mr. Quintana asked for a Budget Workshop date. November 5, 2009 at 6 pm was decided. Approval required by December 31. Sales tax and grant money is down. No energy impact funds will be available for first quarter 2010. State has been sweeping funds to balance their budget and more to come in 2011.
D. Planning: Ms. Senecal noted that Ordinance 273 was modified with changes the Board suggested last month and will be asked to be approved later in the agenda.   Next month a draft IGA with county will be brought to the Board so that we can use grant monies received 2008. Noted new website is up, thanks to Louann Liggett and Sara Wakefield.  Ms. Zeller asked Staff to rephrase wording regarding Ms. Santistevan abatement indicating there was no need for a response from Ms. Santistevan.
VI. Old Business: 

A.  Ordinance 273: Amend-Building & Excavation Chapter. Trustee Millich clarified reason for change to allow excavation under emergency conditions. Trustees Millich and Zeller also disagreed with the Violations section of the amendment. Mr. Quintana noted that the DOLA money given to repair El Paso required the Town strengthen our ordinance. Mr. Nelson noted that the statement in the violations is the maximum penalty.  Trustee Bartley moved to approve the ordinance. Seconded by Trustee Robbins. Yes votes: George Whitt, Cecelia Robbins, Lawrence Bartley. No votes: Ena Millich and Marie Zeller. The motion passed in a 3 to 2 vote by show of hands and voiced opposition.
VII. New Business

A. Gas rate adjustment. Trustee Zeller moved to approve the gas rate adjustment from $6.54 to $5.68, a decrease of $.86/mcf. Seconded by Lawrence Bartley. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.

B. Council for Responsible Energy/ Town of Ignacio Agreement.  Mr. Quintana explained the benefits to the town of getting more information about energy uses. Membership fee of $63 will come from normal operations. Trustee Robbins moved to accept the agreement to join the council for Responsible Energy. Seconded by Lawrence Bartley. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.

C. Sidekick Lounge Liquor License Renewal. Mr. Quintana noted no violations have been reported. Trustee Robbins asked that the Tents be reviewed for compliance. Staff will review current status. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Sidkick Lounge Liquore License Renewal. Seconded by Ena Millich. The motion was approved unanimously by voice vote.

D. Board approval to Continue town/Ignacio Sanitation District Dissolution Process.

Mr. Quintana explains that town is still in negotiation with the Sanitation District, discussed that there will be a $4.47 increase this year and we have to follow what the Southern Ute Utility sets. He recommended we stay with the current rate. Mr. Nelson explains that the Sanitation District is moving ahead with an election, contingent upon getting an agreement between the Town and the Tribal Utilities. There will be a hearing.

Dirk Nelson, Town Attorney, stated that the ballot doesn’t bind you to the dissolution, but we’d ask the Board to take a vote before the end of the year to take over the District. Ms. Millich expressed concerns. Mr. Nelson pointed out the District had been attempting to dissolve for five years. The district has no employees. The question is whether it would be more efficient for the Town to operate it.

Mr. Quintana said the operations cost could go down some, but we’d need to buy a jet rodder and get one person certified on the maintenance staff. Mr. Nelson stated all paperwork and attachments will be available for November meeting. There is no need for a vote as long as everyone understands where we are going.
VIII. Administrative Reports:

A. Town Manager: 

· Working with Growth Fund, Town Engineer and DOLA representative on the West Mesa Access/ Infrastructure grant SB 232. We’ll know in November whether we will go ahead with a complete application. We can more fully explain how we structured the town match as a possibility at the Budget Meeting. 
· Formalized a Colorado Council of Governments in order to request revenues and do better reviews of issues.
· Ignacio Chamber of Commerce President, Emily Meisner was nominated as Economic Person of the Year. Recognition was given. Recognition by CML of Rally efforts and success.  Ms. Senecal added that Ms. Meisner has applied for a Façade Loan that has been set up and a Volunteer Thank You Party was held.
· Contribution possibility was mentioned to aid Louis Valdez in the family’s time of extreme medical expenses through the town’s contribution fund. The maximum donation is $300. The church has contributed. Private contributions are also being accepted. Trustee Bartley moved to contribute to the Valdez family in their time of need. Seconded by Cecilia Robbins. The motion was passed unanimously by role call vote.

· Question from Trustee Millich about whether last Friday was a Furlough Day and if everyone was taking it on one day. Ms. Millich asked why the staff wouldn’t stagger their furlough days to better serve the citizens. Mr. Quintana responded that there was cooperation from the staff for taking furlough days and that the attempt was to offer in return a day attached to the holiday to make the loss of pay easier.

B. Town Attorney: Olguin Mediation scheduled for Monday, October 19, 2009. Mr. Quintana and Mayor Whitt will attend. 
Miscellaneous: Trustee Robbins announced the Pine River Learning Center Chili Cookoff on Saturday, October 24, 2009.

Trustee Bartley moved to go into Executive Session  for a conference with the Town    

attorney for the purpose of receiving legal advice on specific legal questions under C.R.S. 

Section 24-6-402(4)(b). Seconded by Trustee Millich. The motion passed by unanimous 

voice vote.  The Executive Session began at 8:25 pm and concluded at 9:00 pm.

IX. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9:01p.m The next regular meeting will be on November 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue. 

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Pat Senecal/ Acting Town Clerk
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