REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, August 11, 2009

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order and Request to Amend Agenda:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Ray Larsen, and Marie Zeller. Staff:  Balty Quintana, Manager, Georgann Valdez, Clerk, Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police, Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager and Dirk Nelson, Attorney. Guests:  Linda Moore, Paul Davalos, Brook Lee, Ophelia Wilkins, RHA/CHI, Jen Bartlett, Boys and Girls Club Director; Carol McWilliams, Pine River Times; Mary Jo Rakowski, SUCAP and Katy Middleton, Pine River Bank. 

Balty asked if the Agenda could be amended to add under new business, Resolution 08-2009 – Support of GOCO Grant. Board approved the change by consensus. 

II. Appointment of Town Board Member to Serve until April 2010 Election. Linda Moore read a letter of interest on serving on the Board. Trustee Larsen moved to appoint Linda Moore to fill the vacancy created by Kasey Corriea’s resignation. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Moore will serve until the April 2010 election. Town Clerk Georgann Valdez issued the Oath of Office. (Trustee Lawrence Bartley arrived at 7:10 p.m.)
III. Proclamation:  National Neighborhood Day - September 20, 2009.  Mary Jo Rakowski from SUCAP stated a full day of activities is planned for the community, including a barbeque at Shoshone Park, games and various events. The Town Board proclaimed September 20 as National Neighborhood Day.   

IV. Public Comment:
A. Jen Bartlett thanked the Board for the $300 contribution to Boys and Girls Club to help fund a Tracking Program. Ms. Bartlett said the Club served 230 participants this summer ages 6 to 12. The Tracking Program helps track the attendance and programs offered. 

B. Ophelia Wilkins presented a drawing of the net-zero energy affordable home to be built at 117 Romero Avenue and gave a progress report. Questions regarding size, qualifying families and selection process, dates for groundbreaking and completion were all addressed.  
V. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes of July 14, 2009: Trustee Zeller stated under Miscellaneous, she wanted the minutes to state that the property owner felt threatened and emotionally distress due to the threatening letter sent by staff. She had also suggested a letter should be sent to the property owner commending the effort she has made to rectify the problem areas and that she was aware of what they are. Trustee Moore asked for an explanation of the changes to the Second Amendment to the Neher Subdivision Plat. Balty explained the addition of a drop inlet off the property on the northeast corner that would go into the storm drain system to prevent water settling on the property. The wording was included in the amended plat.  Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the Town Board Minutes of July 14, 2009 with additions and corrections. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed with Trustee Moore abstaining.  

VI. Bills to be Paid:  Trustee Larsen moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Bartley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

VII. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: Chief Phillips thanked the Board for allowing him to apply for a COPS Grant, enabling him to hire another Police Officer, which should be done within the next couple of months.  Rally preparations are underway. 

B. Maintenance:  A new temporary full-time maintenance worker, Stan Cox was hired to cover the absence of Louis Martinez during his shoulder surgery. Some of the alleys have been resurfaced. Mayor Protem Robbins asked that the exposed meters be barricaded to avoid any damage particularly during the Rally.

C. Treasurer:      

D. Planning: 
1. The mural for the Ignacio Laundry was painted by youth of the Southwest Conservation Corp and displayed for the audience. The Board gave its approval by consensus. Pat enumerated the various projects the youth did during the weeks of work with the Town.

2. Results of the abatement letters were detailed.  

3. Dates for Children, Youth & Family Training events were listed for the Board.   

VIII. Old Business: None

IX. New Business:

A. Wells Liquor South Liquor License Application:  Dirk Nelson gave a brief explanation of the process the Town Board as the Local Liquor Licensing Authority needs to follow for a new application. Because the date of the next Town Board meeting (September 8) falls two days short of the 30-day requirement for a hearing, the Board discussed rescheduling the next regular Town Board Meeting to September 10.  Trustee Bartley moved to change the next regular Town Board meeting to September 10 at 7:00 p.m. Seconded by Trustee Larsen.  The motion passed unanimously. Trustee Bartley moved to hold the Wells Liquor South Liquor License Public Hearing before the September 10 Town Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m. Seconded by Trustee Moore. The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Gas Rate Adjustment (from $5.91 to $6.41 an increase of $.50 per mcf): Trustee Bartley moved to approve the gas rate adjustment from $5.91 to $6.41, an increase of $.50 per mcf.  Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously. 

C. Ordinance #271 Annexation of Ignacio School District Property: Pat Senecal explained the Agency Requests for Comment received in writing about the annexation. She read the recommendation from Jim Davis, chief engineer of La Plata County Public Works Department. He stated ‘We encourage the Town to identify the additional right-or-way that will be required for the proposed road and pedestrian improvements and seek either the dedication of right-of-way or a commitment to dedicate right-or-way from the Ignacio School District as a condition of annexation.  (Trustee Millich arrived at 8:05 p.m.) The County will request that the Town of Ignacio consider the annexation of the improved section of County Road 320, adjacent to the Intermediate School, upon the completion of the proposed road and pedestrian improvements.” Based on that comment, staff decided it required a more formal agreement in the Annexation Agreement. Another Agency comment from the Library stated the annexation looks like a reasonable plan for both the Town and the School District. At the public hearing, a comment was made regarding trails and maintenance. The town engineer proposed we add to the Annexation Agreement, that we make a connector trail through the school property. The Board previously approved an Annexation and Development Agreement. The new recommendations and suggestions were added to the Agreement.   All these changes have been discussed with Superintendent Juvie Jones and he has verbally agreed to the changes. The Ignacio School Board is meeting tonight and they will discuss changes to the Annexation and Development Agreement. She recommended the Board approve the Ordinance and the Annexation agreement contingent on the School District approving the additions to the Annexation and Development Agreement. Trustee Moore asked if there was an error on the land use designation as R-1. On the 3-mile map the school is designated as an R-2. Pat stated the error is in the 3-Mile Map and will be corrected. It was suggested to approve the additions to the Agreement followed by the Ordinance. Trustee Larsen moved to adopt Ordinance #271 - Annexation of the Ignacio School District Property contingent on the Ignacio School Board accepting the additions to the previously approved Annexation and Development Agreement. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
D. 4 Core Board Approval Appointment – Pat Senecal for Town of Ignacio: Balty explained 4-Core was formed by the La Plata County Commissioners, the City of Durango and La Plata Electric Assoc, as a non-profit organization addressing the issues of alternative sources of energy. The Town has been involved in the issues, and Pat has attended some of the meetings. The Town has requested of 4-Core to become a voting member of the organization. The Town has allowed representation on the Board and Balty requested approval for Pat Senecal to represent the Town on the 4-Core Board. It was so moved by Mayor Protem Robbins and seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. Funding for participation will be addressed in the Budget process. 

E. IGA Southwest COG Agreement: The Southwest Council of Governments is a regional organization that will address economic and financial interests of the region, will identify projects and apply for funding, not otherwise available to individual governments. Balty recommended approving the IGA and the Certificate of Participation. Trustee Larsen moved to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement for Southwest Council of Governments and the Certificate of Participation Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.
F. Appoint Downtown Loan Revitalization Committee:  Mel Silva, Downtown Business Owner, Shane Seibel, Growth Fund Representative, Ron Greene, Region 9 Representative, Susan Vissor, Ignacio Chamber of Commerce Representative, and Annette Gallegos, Wells Fargo and Chamber of Commerce have previously agreed to serve on the Downtown Loan Revitalization Committee. Katy Middleton of the Pine River Valley Bank explained the Town of Ignacio was approved for a $25,000.00 loan to be earmarked for facade improvement in the Downtown Business District. Region 9 has matched that with $25,000.00. Downtown merchants can apply for a loan for façade improvement at a low interest rate. The committee will review the merchant applications and if approved, Region 9 and the Bank will monitor and disburse the funds. When the loans are paid back, the fund will be replenished for future projects and loans. Balty is recommending Sara Wakefield, Becky Dziarnowski and he be signers on the account. The Committee is being formed and policies have to be set. A Board Member is being sought to serve on the Committee, and Trustee Moore volunteered, with Mayor Whitt as alternate. Trustee Bartley moved to open Pine River Valley Bank account for the Downtown Revitalization Disbursement. Second by Mayor Protem Robbins.  The motion passed unanimously. Trustee Bartley moved to appoint the previously mentioned individuals, including Dan Ford’s appointee for Pine River Valley Bank, Trustee Linda Moore and alternate Mayor George Whitt for the Town to the Downtown Loan Revitalization Committee.  Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously. 
G. Resolution 07-2009 Sale of Real Property to Colorado Housing Inc.: Dirk explained the Resolution is a formality required by the Title Company, authorizing the signers on the closing documents. The Board has previously approved the Contract to sell and the closing is scheduled for next week. Trustee Bartley moved to approve Resolution 07-2009 – Sale of Real Property to Colorado Housing Inc., with corrections. Trustee Moore pointed out a misspelling in the word ‘sail’ should read Sale, and the incorrect legal description, which Dirk assured the correct legal description was on the closing documents. The Resolution will be corrected by Dirk. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 2, with Trustees Millich and Zeller voting no. 
H. Board Approval, Submit Tier III SB-232, Federal Mineral Lease Grant: The State of Colorado Department of Local Affairs is responsible for disbursing the Federal Mineral Leasing and the Severance Tax dollars. Seventeen million dollars are available to the region for projects in the FML fund. The Town would like to submit a letter of interest to DOLA, with a grant application to be submitted in October. DOLA will prioritize the projects and applications. This letter is being sent in conjunction with La Plata County, Ignacio School District and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe for a project on the West Mesa. Trustee Larsen moved to authorize staff to submit the letter to the Department of Local Affairs for the Tier III, SB 232-2009 Federal Mineral Lease Grant Program. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
I. Resolution 08-2009-Supporting Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Grant Application:  Tennis court rehabilitation at Shoshone Park is the purpose of the Grant for $17,500 with the Town match of $7,500. Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve Resolution #08-2009 – Supporting Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Grant Application. Seconded by Trustee Moore. The motion passed unanimously. 

X. Administrative Reports:

A. Town Manager: 

· Alleys have been resurfaced where most needed.
· United Way is asking for $750.00 to buy airtime for their radio-athon, where the Town would be a sponsor. After a brief discussion, Trustee Bartley moved to approve the $750 expenditure for airtime for the United Way Radio-athon. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed with a vote of 5 to 2 with Trustee Linda Moore and Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins voting no.
· Ignacio Sanitation District is moving forward to notify their constituents of the upcoming election to dissolve the District in November. A public hearing is scheduled for August 18 at the Library at 7:00 p.m.

· The natural gas pipeline replacement project will be re-bid after Labor Day.  

B. Town Attorney:    

XI. Miscellaneous: Following four years of letters, meetings canceled, conversations and calls, staff is ready to move forward with issuing a citation to Mike Harrell for violation of the Municipal Code regarding the storage under cover in the business district. 
Mayor Protem Robbins moved to go into executive session for the purpose of determining positions relative to matters that may be subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, and/or instructing negotiators, under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(e) and for discussion of a personnel matter under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(2)(f) and not involving any specific employee. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. The regular meeting was adjourned at 9:05. 

The regular meeting was called back to order at 9:40 p.m. The executive session was held for the purpose previously stated. No action resulted from the executive sessions. 

XII. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Thursday, September 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue. 

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk

Town Board Meeting August 11, 2009
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