REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, July 14, 2009

6:45 P.M. – Mayor George Whitt opened the Public Hearing for Guiseppe’s Liquor License. Present:  Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Trustees Lawrence Bartley, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, and Marie Zeller. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager: Georgann Valdez, Clerk; Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager, Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police and Dirk Nelson, Attorney. Town Clerk Georgann Valdez, explained Sam and Katy Hedrick were applying for a Beer and Wine License. Katy Hedrick, applicant stated customers have requested it, it will improve the revenue of the business and the town’s sales tax revenue, and would compliment the food. 127 signatures in favor of the license were turned over to the Clerk. Chief Phillips inspected the premises and everything was satisfactory.  There was no other public present and the Board did not receive any comments opposing the license. The public hearing was closed at 7:00 p.m.

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Trustees Present: Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Lawrence Bartley, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, and Marie Zeller. Balty asked if the Agenda could be amended to include the word ‘petition’ to the VI. – Old Business, Item C – Ignacio School District Annexation Petition. The Board approved the change by consensus. 

II. Public Comment – Mayor George Whitt recognized and thanked Lonnie Mestas for his many years of service to the Town of Ignacio as a Maintenance Worker. He also thanked Kasey Correia for her service to the Town as Town Board Member, Planning Commission Member and other volunteer work to the Town.  
III. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes of June 9, 2009: Mayor Whitt noted the minutes stated he called for adjournment, and that he was not present. Trustee Zeller said she did not agree with the statement in the Treasurer’s report saying “Becky followed up by phone on the question regarding the expenses greater than 60%.” Ms. Zeller stated she received a call but never got the clarification from Becky. Trustee Millich stated she did not receive a call and had also asked for the information. Mayor Protem Robbins did receive a call from Becky. This will be followed up by a call or written report from Becky. Trustee Zeller stated she did not see a letter from Eppie Quintana requesting an interest in serving on the Planning Commission. A copy of his letter will be sent to all. Trustee Larsen moved to approve the Town Board Minutes of June 9, 2009 with corrections. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously. 

IV. Bills to be Paid:  Several Board Members asked if the Treasurer could use a larger font in the reports. This is a result of the new software. She will be notified of the request. Trustee Zeller moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Bartley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

V. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: Chief Phillips gave a brief talk on fireworks. Several fireworks went off during the 4th of July, both legal and illegal. Suggestions were made to speak to Tribal Council regarding having a central location, possibly the Downs to let the public shoot off their fireworks. 

B. Maintenance: There was a brief discussion regarding paving of the alleys. This should be done in the near future. A sod party is planned for Friday July 17 and Saturday July 18 when new sod will be laid at the baseball field. 

C. Treasurer:  The Board wants an explanation of the ‘xxx’ in the percentage column in the Budget Analysis Report. Balty asked if the Board would like the Treasurer present at the next meeting to answer any questions. There was no response.    

D. Planning: 
1. The Board gave its approval of the Mural at the Peddlers by consensus. 

2. Pat presented a request for contribution from Ann Mooney for the mural project to help cover expenses for future murals and to help recoup $1000 in costs that Ann Mooney and Kasey Correia paid to rent scaffolding for the mural on Blackhawk Trading Co. The Town received $500 from Durango Arts Council toward this project that has been used for paint and supplies. The artists are all volunteers. There is one more mural planned.  With the down turn in revenue, Board Members suggested being more conservative in doling out contributions and suggested they try fundraising to recoup their costs.  

3. Pat explained the situation with Mike Harrell at 510 Goddard, owner of Commercial Kitchen Warehouse and his continued violation of the code storing restaurant equipment on the north and east side of his building. Letters have been sent and discussions have been held with Mr. Harrell. Pat had a discussion with him regarding moving everything to the south side of the building and he requesting the Town pour asphalt to assist with drainage. He agreed to fence it and will accept a fine if the equipment is placed outside of the fence. He also stated he is interested in selling the building to the Town. A brief discussion followed with no clear direction from the Board for action to be taken.     

VI. Old Business:

A. Second Amendment to Neher Subdivision Plat:  Balty explained the changes to the Neher Subdivision Plat. Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the Second Amendment to Neher Subdivision Plat. Seconded by Trustee Millich. The motion passed unanimously.  

B. Ordinance #268 Amend Municipal Code Chapter V, Building & Excavation Fee Schedule: Pat explained following a conversation with Craig Springe, the town’s building inspector, he is willing to keep his fee the same at $50/hour. Following a brief discussion, Mayor Protem Robbins moved to adopt Ordinance #268 to amend Municipal Code, Chapter V, Building and Excavation Fee Schedule. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 

C. Resolution #06-2009 – Ignacio School District Annexation Petition Acceptance and Set Public Hearing Date.  Pat clarified the State Statute requires a Resolution to accept an annexation petition and set the public hearing date. Trustee Ray Larsen moved to adopt Resolution #06-2009 – accepting the Ignacio School District Annexation Petition and setting the public hearing date for August 3 at 6:00 p.m. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.  

VII. New Business:

A. Gas Rate Adjustment (From $5.74 to $5.91 an increase of $.17 per mmbtu): Trustee Millich moved to approve the gas rate adjustment from $5.74 to $5.91, an increase of $.17/mmbtu. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
B. Guiseppe’s Liquor License Request: Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve Guiseppe’s Liquor License Request. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed with Trustee Larsen abstaining and Trustee Zeller voting no. 
VIII. Administrative Reports:

A. Town Manager: 

· Following review of the contract with BP, Balty explained the amendment to the surface use agreement, that all concerns are addressed. The Mayor has initialed the amended plat and agreement.
· This year the Town does not have any surplus vehicle to donate to United Way. A contribution may be set in the Budget process. United Way does give substantial support to our local programs.

· There is talk of a new business adjacent to Shur Valu Foods. 

· Through the Energy Office of the Governor and under the County, there is performance contracting available for evaluating the town’s buildings for energy use. 

· A joint project with the County and the School to improve the road at the south end of Romero adjacent to the Intermediate School through a enhancement grant through CDOT. Meetings will be held to discuss this and scope the project. 

· Meetings are planned for the West Mesa Infrastructure Study. 

· Board Members asked about the sidewalk in front of Emily’s Patio Restaurant. This is on hold until the Hwy 172/151 study is complete to apply for funding. 

· The talk of a regional council through DOLA, has the support from the different entities to move in that direction. 

· The Board has 60 days to fill the Board vacancy left by Kasey Correia’s resignation, before an election is required. July 1 is the effective date of her resignation.

B. Town Attorney:  The mediation meeting has not been set at this time for the Olguin case, but a meeting is scheduled to discuss the mediation. We are working on the Sewer District Dissolution and details will be presented to the Board next month. Dissolution would require a District Election in the fall. Some equipment would be needed to operate the system.   

IX. Miscellaneous: Mayor Protem Robbins wanted to address the letters sent out to property owners requesting an inspection and the response received by the Board. Wording in a friendlier tone was suggested by Trustee Zeller, and stated the response shows the owner seems to feel threatened, and emotionally distressed. The letter from the property owner stated she was addressing the Town’s concerns but also claimed property damage caused by the Town’s contractors. Staff was unaware of any property damage until the letter was received and Pat spoke to the property owner about it by phone. Mayor Protem Robbins supported the letter but felt the damage claimed should be addressed. Pat stated that other property owners have responded and have addressed the Town’s concerns. Trustee Millich claimed she had damage on her property done by contractors and stated the Town should follow up on any calls or complaints. Balty reported the next phase for the gas line replacement will begin soon and staff will keep watch for any property damage. 
The monthly Ignacio Bike Week Rally Organizational meeting is Tuesday, July 21 at 6:00 p.m. at the Patio Restaurant.  Everyone is invited. 

Cecilia, George and Balty attended the breakfast meeting at the Casino with the County Commissioners. The next one is scheduled for October. 

September 10 – La Plata County Youth, and Family Master Plan Training - “Thriving Youth, 40 Developmental Assets” at the Durango Recreation Center from 6:30 to 8:30. 

August 6 – Open House Visioning for the La Plata County Comprehensive Plan in Ignacio from 6:00 to 8:00 pm  

X. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9:11 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, August 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue. 

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor 



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk

Town Board Meeting July 14, 2009
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