REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, April 14, 2009

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor Protem Robbins opened the meeting at 6:11 p.m. with Trustees Ena Millich, and Marie Zeller present at the SUCAP Teen Center.  Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager: Georgann Valdez, Clerk; Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager, Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police and Dirk Nelson, Attorney. Guests: Ed Morland, Executive Director of Region 9, Ophelia Wilkins from Regional Housing Alliance and Julie Simmons from Colorado Housing, Inc., Carol McWilliams, Judith Miller,   

II. Public Comment
A. Region 9 – Community Development Action Plan – Ed Morland, Executive Director of Region 9 explained that Region 9 is a non-profit corporation serving five counties that  administers local, state and federal economic development programs. He enumerated the various programs and stated the Community Development Action Plan will be reviewed by all entities and before the County Commissioners for approval. He gave the history of regional governance, explained the value/benefit and the downside/negative of a Regional Governance Organization.  There are different regional options such as an ad hoc regional cooperation committee, which requires no action; forming a standing committee requiring modifying the Region 9 by-laws or forming a new legal entity separate from Region 9.  There was no action taken.  
B. The meeting was called to order at 6:28 p.m. Trustee Bartley arrived at 6:12 p.m. and Mayor Whitt arrived at 6:28 p.m.

C. Farmers Market Request for $200 for Marketing – Lana Jo Chapin stated the Citizen Survey indicated a strong desire for a Farmer’s Market. A small group of volunteers has been working with Sara Wakefield to get one started. Plans are to hold a local farmer’s market on Thursday afternoons from 4:00 p.m. till dusk at Shoshone Park beginning in July. Vendors will purchase the $5.00 daily vendors permit from Town Hall. The group is requesting the Board waive the vendor fee for the inaugural market in July and asked for a $200 donation for additional marketing, primarily for the cost of materials to construct signage.  Following a few questions: Trustee Bartley moved to waive the vendor fee for the first inaugural market. Seconded by Trustee Millich. The motion passed unanimously. Trustee Millich moved to donate $200 toward marketing and for signage. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously.  

D. “Down Under Bowl” Contribution Request – IHS Athletes Abel Velasquez, Oakley Hayes, Shane Brooks and Russell Hubert have been invited to participate in the “Down Under Bowl” representing the State of Colorado in Queensland, Australia in a football game in July. These athletes were selected due to their statistics that ranked them among the top high school football players in the state and led the Ignacio Bobcat football team into the state play-offs for the first time in twenty years. The athletes requested assistance from the Town for their costs. Each participant must raise $4,500.00 for flight, room and meals. The boys have been working on various fundraisers. Mayor Whitt offered the boys a job to do cemetery maintenance at $10 per hour for an 8-hour day. Trustee Millich moved to contribute $300.00 for the cause to be divided among all athletes making the trip. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously. 
E. Teen Issues: Xavier Valdez, Samuel Corrado and David Baca proposed a skateboard park at the Town Park with a graffiti wall. They explained their reasons, gave possible locations and funding possibilities.  At the Town Park, they suggested a paintball facility and/or basketball courts. Pat Senecal informed the boys that staff had researched using the tennis courts as a basketball court. The group was favorable to using the courts as they are with a basketball hoop and backboard installed. Insurance questions were addressed.
F. Thomas Atencio asked about the property on Candelaria Heights to be discussed under old business. Comments are welcome at the time the Board considers the item.  
III. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes: Trustee Millich wanted a statement added under Old Business A. Review Colorado Housing Inc. Lot Proposal “Pat stated the Planning Commission had approved the Town Board make the decision” Trustee Zeller wanted under Old Business, B. Scope of Services RHA for Town of Ignacio, the word “in” inserted in the statement “this home would begin construction in the fall of 2009…”. Trustee Millich moved to approve the March 10, 2009 minutes with additions and corrections.  Seconded by Mayor Whitt.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Whitt moved to approve the minutes for the Special Event Permit Hearing held April 1, 2009. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 

IV. Bills to be Paid: Trustee Zeller moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Bartley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

V. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: Chief Phillips had to leave. A police vehicle was totaled in a chase. 

B. Maintenance:  No Comment
C. Treasurer:  No Comment
D. Planning Commission:  Pat Senecal introduced Judith Miller, an artist that will be involved in overseeing a mural project to be done by Seven Rivers 4H. Trustee Millich moved to approve the concept of the mural project and the youth painting. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously.  Staff (Pat and Sara) is attending a Southwest Community Design Academy every Monday for nine weeks. The last four weeks are open to anyone from the Board. Richard Ahart has passed all exams on the gas operator qualifications. The Municipal Code - Land Use Chapter will be on the agenda for approval in the May meeting.  

VI. Old Business:
A. Town of Ignacio/Colorado Housing Inc. Memorandum of Agreement:  Balty explained the Board had in their packets a letter from Julie Simmons of Colorado Housing Inc. and a memorandum of Agreement drafted by Attorney Dirk Nelson. Jennifer Lopez, Executive Director of Regional Housing Alliance, stated they were not expecting a decision tonight but wanted to keep the focus on creating a housing opportunity for a family in Ignacio. Its an incredible opportunity for a win, win, win. If the Town can assist in transferring the lot, and it can be for a price, CHI has the experience to build a high quality home and RHA can give down-payment assistance. Julie Simmons read the letter to the audience. Questions were answered as to the details of the lot size, cost of the house with the three options outlined in the letter, qualifying income levels and payments. The lot has been appraised at $55,000.00 that does not include the cost of utility taps. Trustee Ena Millich feels that the town-owned lot should be offered to the public as well as the Regional Housing Alliance. The 8466 square foot lot is zoned for a single-family home. Balty stated the Town has been a member of the housing alliance for five years and this is an opportunity to offer a family in Ignacio an affordable home in our community. 

Thomas Atencio asked if the property had ever been offered to the public and felt the property was bought by the Town with taxpayer’s money and should be offered to the taxpayers. Trustee Millich said the Board should let the public know that it is available for sale. Trustee Bartley stated he felt the Board should continue with negotiations with RHA and supported the transfer of the property to CHI. He said the Rock Creek II project which was intended to include affordable housing has been on hold due to the increased costs for the infrastructure. He felt the Town is missing another opportunity to provide affordable housing to a family in Ignacio. Following further discussion, Trustee Millich still wanted the lot to be offered to the public. Trustee Bartley felt the missing Board members (Trustee Ray Larsen and Trustee Kasey Correia) should have a vote in the decision. Trustee Millich wanted the public to be made aware of the decision to be made at that Special Meeting. A special mailing will go out to citizens of Ignacio. A special meeting was set for Tuesday, April 21 at 7:00 p.m. to make a final decision.     

VII. New Business:

A. Gas Rate Adjustment (From $6.52 to $5.93 a decrease of $.59 per mmbtu: Mayor George Whitt moved to approve the gas rate adjustment from $6.52 to $5.93, a decrease of $.59/mmbtu. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
B. Main Liquor License Renewal: Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Main Liquor License Renewal.  Seconded by Mayor Whitt. The motion passed unanimously. 
C. Tee Pee Lounge Liquor License Renewal: Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Tee Pee Lounge Liquor License Renewal. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously. 
VIII. Administrative Reports:

Town Manager: 

· No questions from the Memo to the Board

· Graffiti is being addressed by Planning Commission.. 

· A letter has been drafted to Alex Pena congratulating him on his State Wrestling Championship.

· RHA has prepared a Staff Report.

· RPF for engineering services has been awarded to Whitney Engineering for West Mesa Infrastructure Plan. 

· Completion of the Phase I Natural Gas Mainline Replacement is nearing completion.
· A stimulus package loan is a long complex process.
· Had lunch with John Valdez, one of the new Executive Officer of the Tribe.
· Had a meeting with DOLA in reference to the Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan. 
· GIS Memorandum of Understanding is moving forward.
· Staff is still working on setting a date for the Board Retreat.   
Trustee Millich moved to go into executive session for the purpose of determining positions relative to maters that may be subject to negotiations, under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(e). Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.  The time is now 8:43 p.m. and the Regular Meeting has been recessed.  The Board went into executive session. The executive meeting will be held in the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue. The open meeting following the executive session will be held there also. 

It is now 9:05 p.m. and the executive session has been concluded. The participants in the executive sessions were: Attorney Dirk Nelson, Town Manager Balty Quintana, Town Clerk Georgann Valdez, Mayor George Whitt, Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Trustees Lawrence Bartley, Ena Millich and Marie Zeller.  The executive session was held for the purpose previously stated. 

IX. Miscellaneous: Discussion was held regarding a letter received from Glen Walker addressing the newsletter promoting an out of town business for a graffiti removal product. Balty will send him a letter of apology,   

X. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 9: 08 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abel F. Atencio Community Center at 570 Goddard Avenue. 

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk

Town Board Meeting April 14, 2009
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