REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Trustees: Kasey Correia, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins and Marie Zeller. Lawrence Bartley arrived at 7:25 p.m. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager: Georgann Valdez, Clerk; Kirk Phillips, Chief of Police; Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager, Dirk Nelson, Attorney and Mike Whitney, Engineer. Guests: Ann Mooney, Mike Pacheco, Ophelia Wilkins and Julie Simmons. 

II. Public Comment: Ann Mooney thanked the Board for the efforts being made on Town beautification through the mural effort and the support of the small businessperson (teenagers, the elderly, crafts people at home. Ignacio Bike Week plans are moving forward. An Ignacio Pride Day was suggested to coordinate with the annual spring clean up. 
III. Proclamation:  Mayor Whitt proclaimed Girl Scout Week March 8 – 14, 2009. 

IV. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes: Trustee Larsen moved to approve the February 10, 2009 Town Board minutes, with a grammatical error correction. Second by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously. 

V. Bills to be Paid: Trustee Correia moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Larsen seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

VI. Staff Reports: Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept: Chief Phillips stated the Department has switched to the 800 MHZ frequencies and are experiencing some problems. The graffiti issue was discussed. Chief Phillips stated in the past he had recommended an ordinance, similar to the City of Durango’s to address graffiti. He stated there is paint for buildings that makes graffiti washable. Trustee Millich asked if staff could put that information in the newsletter. Currently the property owner is notified and asked to remove the graffiti as soon as possible. Pat stated the Planning Commission would study it but not act on another ordinance unless it was enforced. The Chief stated he is willing to attend the next Planning Commission to discuss the issue. 

Through the stimulus, the COPS Program will get one million dollars, which will enable law enforcement agencies to bring on new officers for three years fully funded. The only requirement is that the agency will have to maintain the officer for the fourth year. The Chief reported on the bomb scare at the high school and the armed bank robbery at Wells Fargo Bank. 

B. Maintenance: The Town sign in front of the office is being repaired and will soon be installed. Final walk though will be done on completed projects. Part-time help will be needed for the summer.

C. Treasurer: Training for Board Members is available on line by CIRSA.

D. Planning Commission:  Pat Senecal got a consensus of the Board to hold the April Board meeting at the Teen Center, as part of the Family, Youth and Children Family Plan. Topics important to youth will be included on the Agenda. The 2008 building permit summary report was explained. Southwest Conservation Corps will return for summer work. Pat and Sara are attending the SW Community Design Academy class for 9 weeks and the Board was invited to attend. The report on the Downtown Revitalization is pending. Sara has met with local farmers to hold a Farmer’s Market all season.  The Chamber has increased its investment from $500 to $2000 for the downtown revitalization.

VII. Old Business:
A. Review Colorado Housing Inc. (CHI) Lot Proposal: Julie Simmons of Colorado Housing Inc. and Ophelia Wilkins of Regional Housing Alliance were present to speak on the option to purchase a town-owned lot for an affordable housing unit. The lot is adjacent to the Maintenance Shop on Candelaria Heights and faces Romero Avenue, and is zoned residential. Trustee Correia suggested the money from the sale of the lot be earmarked for a new maintenance shop in a different location. Pat explained the Planning Commission reviewed the concept of building a single-family unit on the lot. After a brief discussion Attorney Dirk Nelson outlined a memorandum of agreement between the Town and CHI, which would include description of the property, stating the Board has agreed to sell the property not to exceed the appraisal price, an appraisal would be conducted and paid for by the seller by a set date. CHI wanted to include a statement that a preliminary environmental and engineering assessment would be done prior to the sale. The Town would have to adopt an ordinance to sell the property, which would be brought to the Town Board for final approval in April. Trustee Larsen moved to approve the memorandum of agreement between the Town and Colorado Housing Inc. and authorizing the Mayor to sign for the option to purchase a town-owned lot for the purpose of constructing an affordable housing unit. Seconded by Trustee Correia. The motion passed by a vote of 6 to 1, Trustee Ena Millich voting against. 

B. Scope of Services Regional Housing Authority for Town of Ignacio in 2009:  A Scope of Services from the Regional Housing Alliance for the Town of Ignacio for 2009 was enclosed in the Board Packet. After review of the items listed, Trustee Millich felt that Item two was premature – 2) Assist with the co-development of at least one affordable home in partnership with CHI. This home would begin construction in the fall of 2009 and would be sold and occupied by 2010. It was explained that these are simply goals set for 2009, which may or may not all be achieved. Trustee Bartley moved to approve the Scope of Services set by Regional Housing Alliance for the Town of Ignacio for 2009. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed with Trustee Millich voting no.

C. Approve Utility Policy:  Attorney Dirk Nelson explained the lien power of the Town. Trustee Larsen moved to approve the Utility Policy. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 

VIII. New Business:

A. Gas Rate Adjustment (From $8.44 to $6.52 a decrease of $1.92 per mmbtu): Trustee Correia moved to approve the gas rate adjustment from $8.44 to $6.52, a decrease of $1.92/mmbtu. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously. 
B. Resolution #03 –2009 – 2010 Census Partner Resolution: Trustee Bartley moved to approve Resolution #03-2009 the 2010 Census Partner Resolution. Seconded by Trustee Correia. The motion passed unanimously. 
C. Special Event Permit at 585 Goddard Avenue (Mel Silva Property September 3 through 6, 2009 (Ignacio Bike Week): Trustee Larsen moved to set a hearing date on April 1 at 6:00 p.m. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
D. Special Event Permit at 1001 Hwy 172 (Richard Olguin  Property on September 4 through 6, 2009 (Ignacio Bike Week): Trustee Larsen to moved set a hearing date on April 1 at 6:15 p.m. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
E. Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Development of Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan (IACAP) Between the Southern Ute Indian Tribe, the State of Colorado Department of Transportation, La Plata County and the Town of Ignacio: Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement Draft regarding development of Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan (IACAP). Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously. 
F. SUIT Request for Proposal for Consulting Services for Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan: Mayor Protem Robbins moved to approve the SUIT Request for Proposal for Consulting Services for Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.  

G. Approve Energy Impact Grant Request for Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan: La Plata County and the Town will do a joint request for grant funds. Trustee Correia moved to approve the Energy Impact Grant Request for Ignacio Area Corridor Access Plan. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.  
H. Region 9 GIS Initiative – Memorandum of Understanding: After discussing the capabilities of a Geographic Information System, Trustee Correia moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding authorizing $5000 to participate in the Region 9 GIS Initiative. Seconded by Mayor Protem Robbins. The motion passed unanimously. 
IX. Administrative Reports:

A. Town Engineer: 
· Money might be available through stimulus dollars from the Colorado Division of Water Quality for a water project to tie the bottom water lines in town with the top and wrap up the south end of Town. The preliminary engineering assessment is due by March 23 for $350,000 to $400,000 for a possible low interest loan. Trustee Correia moved to authorize the application for the loan for the water project. Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.

   B.  Town Manager: 

· The Board re-set the date for their retreat to Saturday, March 28 at 7:00 a.m. 

· Transit meeting for public input will be March 17 at 6:30 p.m.

· Per a request by Balty, Trustee Larsen moved to sponsor a Bowling Team for $300 to benefit Big Brothers/Big Sisters. Seconded by Trustee Correia. The motion passed unanimously. 
· Trustee Correia was appointed to serve on the SUCAP Board replacing Mayor Protem Robbins. 
· Mayor Protem Robbins expressed her disappointment that no other Board Member attended the joint meeting with the Bayfield Board of Trustees and the Durango Council Members in Bayfield.   

Trustee Larsen moved to go into executive session for the purpose of receiving legal advice, under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(b). Seconded by Trustee Bartley. The motion passed unanimously.  The time is now 9:50 p.m. and the Regular Meeting has been recessed.  The Board went into executive session.

It is now 10:20 p.m. and the executive session has been concluded. The participants in the executive sessions were: Attorney Dirk Nelson, Town Manager Balty Quintana, Town Clerk Georgann Valdez, Town Engineer Mike Whitney, Mayor George Whitt, Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins, Trustees Kasey Correia, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, Marie Zeller and Lawrence Bartley.  The executive session was held for the purpose previously stated. 

Trustee Lawrence Bartley moved to authorize Attorney Dirk Nelson to file suit against Richard Olguin for damages caused by the failure of El Paso Road. Seconded by Trustee Kasey Correia. The motion passed with all seven Board Members voting in favor.  

X. Miscellaneous:  

· The Town Manager’s evaluation completed by Mayor George Whitt was passed around for each Board Member’s signature. Mayor Protem Robbins wanted to caution Balty on his temper. Trustee Millich felt that each Board Member should have been given the opportunity to fill one out. 

XI. Adjournment: Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 10:25 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Teen Center at 515 Goddard Avenue. 

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk

Town Board Meeting March 10, 2009
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