REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF IGNACIO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tuesday, January 13, 2009

I. Call Regular Meeting to Order:  Mayor George Whitt called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Trustees: Lawrence Bartley, Ray Larsen, Ena Millich, Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins and Marie Zeller. Staff: Balty Quintana, Town Manager, Georgann Valdez, Clerk, Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager. Guests:  Emily Meisner and Melanie Muzar.  

II. Amend Agenda:  Mayor George Whitt requested that Mayor Protem Cecilia Robbins conduct the meeting. Mayor George Whitt moved to amend the agenda to add new business item Approve Posting Places for Agendas and Public Hearing Notices. Seconded by Trustee Larsen. The motion passed unanimously. 
III. Public Comment: Emily Meisner, Chairman of the Ignacio Chamber of Commerce stated the Chamber is working on promoting new membership. They have a new mission statement and would like to include a statement from Mayor Whitt supporting the Chamber’s work to promote Ignacio in their Business Guide. The Board authorized the Mayor to sign a proclamation to be prepared by Balty.

Ignacio Bike Week Committee will meet Saturday to begin work for this year’s rally. Issues to be addressed include Special Events Permit, street closures and electrical problems. 

IV. Approval of Regular Town Board Minutes - Trustee Bartley moved to approve the December 9, 2008 minutes. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously. 

V. Bills to be Paid – Trustee Bartley moved to have the bills paid. Trustee Zeller seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

VI. Staff Reports – Written Reports enclosed in Board Packets

A. Police Dept – Chief Phillips was unavailable, but Balty said he has been very busy investigating the homicide that occurred December 31 in Ignacio. 

B. Maintenance – The crew has been very busy with snow removal. 

C. Pat Senecal, Assistant to Town Manager invited the Board to participate in the upcoming Downtown Assessment on February 2nd and 3rd. She explained a team of local and regional specialists will meet with four focus groups including the Chamber, businesses, citizens, county officials, SUCAP, SUIT Growth Fund, Library representatives, Town Staff and Town Board. Meetings have been planned for two days to develop a plan for the downtown revitalization of the Ignacio Business Community. The public is invited for the community presentation at 5:30 p.m. at the Elementary School. 

VII. Old Business:
A. Richard Olguin:  Town Attorney unavailable for report

B. Municipal Code – Land Use Chapter Update – Pat Senecal stated the Planning Commission is continuing to work on the Land Use Chapter. Areas under consideration are storage in the business district. A business owner recently placed a shipping container on Goddard, which is a violation of the Code. A temporary permit with restrictions was issued to the business owner. Another business owner is storing restaurant equipment out in the open. Several letters have been written to him concerning the violation. (Trustee Kasey Correia arrived at 7:50 p.m.)

Pat spoke on the code and how it addresses a violation, and that there is no enforcement. She asked what the Board wants to do. Should the code outline the sequence of events of what happens when a violation occurs, ending with a citation into municipal court? Trustee Millich stated there are various violations occurring in town and how does the Board select which business or property owner should be issued a citation. There are individuals on the Board that need to address their own yards before we can tell others to clean up theirs. Mayor Protem Robbins asked if the Board could tell an individual that their property is junk? Trustee Millich said everyone has to be treated equally. Pat stated that currently there are different levels of compliance in the business district than in residential areas. Trustee Correia said the Board has adopted the Design Code, so are we going to support it? Pat will prepare a proposal regarding the steps that will be taken when a violation of the code occurs and will submit changes for next month regarding storage.   
VIII. New Business:

A. Board Approved Contribution Policy – Trustee Millich moved to approve the Contribution Policy setting a maximum limit of $300.00 per request.  Trustee Correia seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
B. Gas Rate Adjustment (From $7.37 to $8.29 an increase of $.92/per mmbtu) Trustee Bartley moved to approve the gas rate adjustment from $7.37 to $8.29, an increase of $.92 per mmbtu. Seconded by Mayor George Whitt. The motion passed unanimously. 
C. Approve Posting Places for Agendas and Public Hearing Notices – Trustee Correia moved to approve the Town Hall, Post Office and Library as the posting locations for Agendas and Public Hearting Notices. Seconded by Trustee Zeller. The motion passed unanimously.  
IX. Administrative Reports:

A. Town Manager: 
· The new street sweeper was delivered. 

· Eight people will be going to the meeting in Bayfield for the La Plata County Family, Children and Youth Plan discussion on January 22 at 5:30 p.m.

· A customer with an extremely large water bill was a result of a water meter bursting and lack of determining where the break was. The water ran for a couple of days before the necessary repairs were made. The Board gave Balty the authority to negotiate payment. 

· A snow route may have to be developed this summer to expedite future snow removal, due to unmovable cars in the way of the snowplow.  

B.  Town Attorney:  No Report

X. Miscellaneous:  

· Mayor Protem Robbins invited the Board to the Pine River Community Learning Center winter graduation Thursday at 6:30 at the Sun Ute Recreation Center. 

· Mayor Whitt thanked the Board for their effort in working well together this past year. 

XI. Adjournment - Being no further business before the Board, Mayor Whitt adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Abel F. Atencio Municipal Complex. 

______________________________________
__________________________

George Whitt, Mayor



Date

______________________________________

Attest:  Georgann Valdez, Town Clerk
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