TOWN OF GRAND LAKE

ORDINANCE NO. 17-2010
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN

OF GRAND LAKE Municipal Codes BY AMENDING SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE 2 OF CHAPTER 6 SIGN CODE 

WHEREAS, The Town of Grand Lake Board of Trustees desires to have an enforceable Code; and,

WHEREAS, The Town of Grand Lake Board of Trustees desires to have a cohesive, fair, and easy to understand Sign Code; and,

WHEREAS, The Town of Grand Lake Board of Trustees has the authority to amend Municipal Codes,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF GRAND LAKE, COLORADO, THAT:

1. Subsection B of Section 1 of Article 2 of Chapter 6 of the Code of Grand Lake, Colorado, is hereby amended to read as follows:
6-2-1 
SIGN CODE REGULATIONS

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Sign Code is to establish standards for the fabrication, placement, and use of signs within the Town of Grand Lake. These standards are designed to protect and promote the public welfare, health, and safety of persons within the Town of Grand Lake and to aid in the development and promotion of business and industry by providing sign regulations which encourage aesthetic creativity, effectiveness, and flexibility in the design and use of such devices without creating a detriment to the general public. Signs of an aesthetic and pleasing nature which compliment the surrounding areas in design and coloration are encouraged in Grand Lake and reflect the Town’s recognition of and emphasis on aesthetic considerations in preserving the importance of tourism to the Town.

B. Definitions

For purposes of this Article, the following definitions shall apply:

1. Area of Sign: The area of a sign is the total area of the visible and labeled side of a sign, including the framing around the sign. If the sign consists of more than one (1) side or sections, then the areas from all sides or sections will be added together for the total area.

a. In the case of a double faced sign where the sides are parallel and back to back, then the area of only one (1) side will count towards the total area if both sides are identical.

2. Back-lit Sign: An opaque sign which is illuminated by projecting light through the field of the sign.

3. Banner: Any sign constructed of cloth, canvas, fabric, or other lightweight material and intended to be displayed for a short period of time.

4. Business: Any kind of vocation, occupation, profession, enterprise or establishment, or any and all other kind of activity and matter, any of which are conducted for private profit or benefit, either directly or indirectly, on any premises within the Town or anywhere else within its jurisdiction, and shall have a current business license issued by the Town of Grand Lake.

5. Cut-out letter Sign: A sign composed of cut-out letters. The area of a cut-out sign shall be determined by enclosing all of the letters in a rectangular box and measuring the area of that box. 

6. Directional Signs: Any sign which shows, points, or gives directions to a particular location, event, or business.
a. Open House Directional signs provide directions to an active open house event for a property.

b. Town Off-Premise signs (TOPS) are directional signs which are a part of a Town program in which any non-profit entity or business (holding a valid Grand Lake business license) not located on Grand Avenue may have a TOPS directional sign.
7. Free-standing Sign: A sign which is structurally separated from the building or business it advertises and is mounted on a post or posts.

8. Governmental Sign: Any sign that identifies an agency of a municipal, county, state, or federal government. This does not include any quasi-governmental agency, such as, but not limited to, a Library District, Special District, Sanitation District, or similar agencies.
a. Gateway or Monument Sign: Any sign of a permanent nature that identifies the Town of Grand Lake or public areas in the Town of Grand Lake.
9. Graphic Design: Any design, mural, or portrayal which is applied on an exterior wall, fence, awning, or window and is visible from the public right of way, and the sole purpose of the design, mural, or portrayal is artistic.

10. Historic Landmark Sign: A sign that, by virtue of age and vintage style, has been designated by the Town Board of Trustees as a Historic Landmark Sign. Historic Landmark Signs may include posters, billboards, painted murals, freestanding, window decals/paintings, engraved, relief/applied and/or projecting signs.

11. Historical Site Sign: Any sign identifying, describing, or explaining a building or site of a historical nature. This includes any sign which the Board of Trustees or their designee determines has historical significance. 

12. Ideological Message Sign: Any sign that is non-commercial in content and purpose, and is primarily concerned with ideas or concepts of a social or cultural nature.

13. Institutional Signs: Any sign identifying a school, church, hospital, medical clinic, library, or similar institution.

14. Land Development Sign: Any sign of a permanent nature which identifies a subdivision or planned development and does not advertise a business.

15. Light-emitting diode (LED) Sign: Any sign which is lighted by the use of light-emitting diode (LED) lights.

16. Menu Sign: Any sign or display device that contains the restaurant menu or the restaurant’s daily specials.

17. Neon Sign: Any sign which is lighted by use of neon light bulbs.

18. Off-premise Sign: Any sign advertising a business which is located at a different location than that business and is visible from the public right of way.

19. Political Sign: Any sign advertising a political candidate, political party, political issue, or ballot issue to be voted on in a public election or civic event.

20. Project sign: Any sign that is used to list the contractors, architects, real estate agents/company, or finance companies for a new construction project only.

21. Projection Sign: A sign which is attached to a building wall and projects out from the wall at any angle.

22. Sandwich Board or A-Frame Sign: A portable A-frame type sign with no more than two (2) advertising faces. 

23. Sign: Any device, whether free-standing or attached to a vehicle, building, or fence, that is visible from the public right of way and whose purpose is for identification, information, or advertising.

24. Site Informational Sign: Any sign used to advertise a new subdivision, Land Use development, or commercial project after the first public hearing on the preliminary plat. For projects which are a Use by Right in the Zoning District where they are located, this sign shall be any sign used to advertise that project prior to a building permit being issued.
25. Temporary Sign: Any sign, banner, or advertising display that is intended to be displayed for a short period of time.

26. Tourist Oriented Directional Sign (TODS): Signs defined by C.R.S. Section 43-1-420(3) and regulated by the Colorado Department of Transportation.

27. Trail Sign: Any sign marking a Town approved pedestrian or non-motorized trail or trailhead.

28. Wall Sign: Any sign attached to, painted on, or incorporated into a wall and does not project away from the wall at an angle. This includes cut-out letter signs.

29. Window Signs: Any sign that is painted on, attached to, or hanging in a window.

30. Zone A: That area designated as Zone A on the attached map listed as Appendix A.

31. Zone B: That area designated as Zone B on the attached map listed as Appendix A.

C. General Restrictions
1. No sign shall be erected, placed, or modified except as permitted by this Sign Code.

2. All signs shall require a permit unless specifically exempted in Section 6-2-1(D).

3. All signs are subject to inspection by the Building Administrator or his designee.

4. No sign, banner, or light shall be placed so that the safety of a moving vehicle will be impaired by obscuring or interfering with the driver’s vision.

5. No sign that resembles an official traffic control sign or device shall be allowed if visible from the public right of way.

6. No sign shall cover or hide from view any official traffic sign, street sign, or traffic control device.

7. No signs that flash or blink shall be allowed, unless required or authorized for a public purpose by a governmental agency.

8. No neon signs or LED signs shall be allowed except window signs which are located on the inside of a window.

9. All illumination of signs, except backlit signs, shall be of a downward shielded nature.

a. Illumination of signs by LED lights may be allowed if the lighting complies with the lighting requirements in the Grand Lake Municipal Code Design Standards.

10. No signs shall project above the roofline of the building being identified or advertised by the sign.

11. All signs shall be maintained in a safe, presentable, and structurally sound condition at all times. This maintenance includes repair or replacement of defective or damaged parts, painting or repainting, cleaning, and any other acts required for the necessary maintenance of said sign.

12. Dangerous or defective signs are illegal and shall be removed by the owner of the sign or the owner of the premises without delay.

13. It is illegal to display any sign which has become obsolete because of the discontinuance of the business, service, or utility which it advertises for more than thirty (30) days.

14. All Signs shall have a wood-like appearance with a natural flat wood tone background.

a. A banner or temporary sign is not required to have a wood-like appearance with a natural flat wood tone background.
15. All signs visible from US Highway 34 must comply with all Colorado Department of Transportation guidelines in addition to the guidelines established in this Article.

D. Signs Exempted From Obtaining a Permit:
1. Any sign required or specifically authorized for a public purpose by a governmental agency.

2. Ideological sign.

a. This sign shall be placed flat against a building.

b. This sign shall have a maximum size of four (4) square feet.

3. Political sign.

a. This sign shall have a maximum size of three (3) square feet.
b. There will be a maximum of two (2) signs per political candidate, political party, political issue, or ballot issue on any property.
c. This sign cannot be placed within or over the public right of way.
d. If political signs are attached to a vehicle, the following requirements must be meet.

1. This sign shall have a maximum size of three (3) square feet.

2. There will be a maximum of two (2) signs per political candidate, political party, political issue, or ballot issue per vehicle.

3. This type of sign must be attached to the vehicle and not freestanding or leaning.

4. The vehicle must adhere to all applicable laws.

e. This sign can only be displayed forty-five (45) consecutive days prior to and five (5) consecutive days after the election or event.
4. Any sign warning of a cautionary or dangerous situation.

a. This sign shall have a maximum size of sixteen (16) square feet.

5. Any sign located on any property advertising said property for sale, lease, or rent.

a. This sign shall have a maximum size of six (6) square feet.

b. The maximum number of signs per site is one (1) per street or lake frontage, but not to exceed two (2) signs total. Alleys shall not be considered a street frontage.
1. This sign may have a brochure box or tube attached to it that does not exceed two (2) square feet. The area of the brochure box or tube does not count against the total allowable square footage of this sign.

c. This sign must be on the property that is advertised for sale, lease, or rent.

d. These signs shall be removed within fourteen (14) consecutive days after the closing or the canceling of the contract.

e. Open House and Open House Directional signs are allowed and do not count towards amount of signs or the total allowable area of these signs, but must comply with the following provisions:

1. This sign shall have a maximum size of three (3) square feet.

2. This sign shall not be placed on Town of Grand Lake right-of-way.

3. All signs shall be removed nightly.

6. Any sign located on private property which posts a warning or prohibition on trespassing, hunting, fishing, swimming, and parking.

a. Each sign shall have a maximum size of one (1) square foot.

b. These signs shall be placed at least one hundred fifty (150) feet apart on each street frontage.

7. Any Colorado Department of Transportation Tourist Oriented Directional Sign (TODS). 
8. Residential Sign.

a. This sign shall have a maximum size of two (2) square feet.

b. The maximum number of signs per residence shall be two (2).

c. This sign shall not be illuminated unless the sign advises of an emergency situation or problem at that residence or the illumination of the sign complies with the lighting requirements of the Grand Lake Municipal Code Design Standards.
9. Sandwich Board or A-frame type signs.

a. This sign shall have a maximum size of ten (10) square feet.

b. The maximum number of signs per business is one (1).

c. This sign must be placed solely on the private property of the business and not on any public property, boardwalk, sidewalk, or street.

10. Menu sign.

a. A restaurant may have two (2) wall type menu signs attached to the outside wall or hanging in the window of the restaurant.

b. The total area of these signs shall not exceed eight (8) square feet.

11. Business sign which is attached to a vehicle.

a. This sign shall have a maximum size of six (6) square feet.

b. The maximum number of signs per vehicle shall be two (2).

c. Delivery and service vehicles (UPS, Fedex, NPT, etc.) shall be exempt from the provisions of this Article.

d. Vehicles that are required by the Colorado Department of Transportation or the United States Department of Transportation to have emblems and markings of a specific size are exempted from this Article in regards to those requirements.

12. Any sign or display of decoration for any national, local, or religious holiday, and not for advertising products or services.

E. Signs requiring review:

1. The following signs are subject to an Administrative review.
a. Historical Site Sign

b. Nationally recognized service organization emblem.

1. This emblem shall have a maximum size of five (5) square feet.

c. Directional sign to Public Places.

1. This sign shall have a maximum size of three (3) square feet unless it is a TODS (Tourist Oriented Directional Sign), gateway, or monument sign.
d. Town Off-Premise Sign (TOPS) Program Sign

1. This program is limited to businesses with a current Grand Lake business license and non-profit entities that do not have frontage on Grand Avenue.

2. Additional rules, regulations, and fees for the TOPS program may be established or amended by the Board of Trustees by Resolution.

e. Governmental, gateway, or monument Sign.

f. Trail signs.
1. This sign shall have a maximum size of two (2) square feet.
g. Graphic Design:
1. The purpose of the graphic design must be solely artistic and may not identify or advertise a business or other entity.
2. The following signs are subject to a Board of Trustees review.

a. Historic Landmark  Signs

1. Criteria for Designation: The Town Board of Trustees shall hear requests for Historic Landmark Sign designation when an applicant desires to retain a non-conforming sign. The following criteria must be met:

a. The sign is 40 years old or older. The burden of proof shall be on the applicant to provide sufficient evidence of the age of the sign. Sufficient evidence may include photographic evidence, historical advertisements which include a photograph or rendering of the sign or a contract for work for the sign which includes a drawing of the sign, date which the sign was ordered, and a reference to the wording on the sign whether shown on the drawing of in the application.

b. The sign is of exemplary technology, craftsmanship, or design for the period in which it was constructed; uses of historic sign materials or means of illumination and/or is unique in that it demonstrates extraordinary aesthetic quality, creativity or innovation,

c. The sign had not been significantly altered from its historic appearance, or, if it has been altered, it is potentially restorable to its historic function and appearance,

d. The sign is structurally safe or can be made safe without substantially altering its historic appearance,

e. The sign is operable or can be made operable without substantially altering its historical appearance,

f. Additionally, the proposed Historic Landmark Sign must meet one (1) of the following criteria:

i. The sign is identified with the history of a product, business or service advertised, or

ii. The sign reflects the history of the building or a historic district on/in which located, or

iii. The sign is integrated into the architecture of the building on which located and may be exemplary of a historically significant architectural style of the building, or

iv. The sign, if removed from the structure, will harm the integrity of the building or cause significant damage to its materials, or

v. The sign is recognized as a popular focal point in the area by reason of its prominent location, long existence, large size of unusual design, or

vi. The sign exemplifies or reflects the Town’s cultural, social, economic, political, engineering and/or architectural history.

2. Criteria for Designation of a recreated Historic Landmark Sign:  The Town Board of Trustees shall hear applications for recreated Historic Landmark Sign designation when an applicant desires to recreate a non-conforming Historic Landmark Sign. The Town Board of Trustees may designate recreated Historic Landmark Signs if the following criteria are met:

a. The proposed recreation models a documented sign that is 40 years old, or older, and

b. The proposed recreation minimizes the non-conformity to the greatest possible extent, and

c. The proposed recreation meets one of the following criteria:

i. The sign is important in the course, or pattern, of the Town’s cultural or natural history, or

ii. The sign has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, business of organization of importance in the Town’s cultural or natural history

3. Alterations of Historic Landmark Signs may be approved by the Town Board of Trustees.

4. Restoration of Historic Landmark Signs, provided the sign is replaced in the same spot from which it was removed for restoration, may be approved administratively. The Town of Grand Lake shall be notified prior to the removal of Historic Landmark Signs if restoration is desired.

5. Relocation of Historic Landmark Signs would be allowed to be relocated to another on-site location but shall not be permitted to be moved to other properties.

6. Recreation of Historic Landmark Signs shall be considered the construction of a new sign. If the recreated Historic Landmark Sign is non-conforming to the existing Sign Code Regulations, designation shall follow the process outlined above.

3. Review process:

a. Unless otherwise noted, the Town Manager or his designee shall review this request and make a decision within seven (7) days of submittal of the written request.
1. The Town Manager may, at his discretion, forward the request onto the Town Board of Trustees for Board review and approval.  This review shall follow the process outlined for appeals.  

b. The person submitting the request may appeal the decision of the Town Manager or his designee to the Board of Trustees, who shall hear the appeal within forty-five (45) days of submittal of the written appeal request.
F. Signs Requiring a Permit:
1. Business Sign:

a. The area of signage allowed for a business will be based upon which Zone the business is located.

1. The total area of signage for a business located in Zone A shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet.

2. The total area of signage for a business located in Zone B shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet.

3. If two or more businesses share the same location (i.e. the same address, entrance, and/or common office space), then the total allowable signage area shall be divided equally amongst the businesses.
a. This division of signage area can be modified by mutual agreement between the businesses involved. This agreement must be in writing, signed by all parties involved, and included with all sign applications.

4. Business signage in new subdivision or Planned Development projects must comply with the sign plan that is approved with the subdivision or planned development final plats/plans.
b. Off-premise signs for businesses are limited to TOPS signs. 
c. Only one (1) projecting sign per business is allowed.

1. This sign shall have a maximum size of twenty-five (25) square feet.

2. The sign shall not project into the public right of way unless the sign is over a designated mandatory boardwalk area, does not extend more than four feet (4’) into the right of way, and complies with the other provisions of this Section.

a. An Encroachment License will not be necessary for projecting signs over a designated mandatory boardwalk area.
d. Only one (1) back-lit sign per business is allowed.

1. This sign must be attached to the building the sign identifies.

2. This sign shall have a maximum size of twenty-five (25) square feet.

3. This sign shall not project more than eight (8) inches from the building to which it is attached.

a. If the sign has raised lettering, then it shall not project not more than sixteen (16) inches from the building to which it is attached.

4. No off-premise or projection type back-lit sign is allowed.

e. Signs hanging above Public Walkways:

1. This sign shall have a maximum size of five (5) square feet.

2. The bottom of this sign shall be at least seven (7) feet above the walkway.

3. These signs are limited to one per business entry/exit door which is located adjacent to the boardwalk/sidewalk.

4. An Encroachment License will not be necessary for this type of sign.

f. Banners and Temporary Signs:

1. The total area of these signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet.

a. The area of this sign is included in the total allowable area for signs.
2. These types of signs may be displayed for a time period not to exceed fifty-two (52) days per year, cumulative, and for no more than seven (7) consecutive days.
a. Grand Opening banners will be allowed to be displayed for a period of time not to exceed fourteen (14) consecutive days. Grand Opening banners are only allowed for a business that is new to the Town of Grand Lake or in a new location in the Town of Grand Lake.

3. A banner or temporary sign that is used in a repetitive nature is subject to a one-time permit fee.

4. Any banner or pennant that represents a civic occasion, sporting event, arts and humanities event, or convention shall have the following requirements:

a. This banner shall have a maximum size of fifty (50) square feet.

b. This banner may only be displayed fourteen (14) consecutive days prior to and one (1) day after the occasion, event, or convention.
c. This banner may be placed over or on public property only with the approval of the Board of Trustees.

g. Nationally Recognized Sign identifying membership in an association, i.e. AAA/Mobil Guide/BBB may be displayed.

1. The area of this sign is included in the maximum total signage area.

2. Institutional Sign:

a. The total area of these signs shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet.

3. Recreation Club or Open Use Recreation Site Sign:

a. The total area of these signs shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet.

4. Site Informational Sign.

a. There may be only one (1) site informational sign per new subdivision, Land Use development, or commercial project.

b. This sign may only be posted after the first public hearing is held on the preliminary plat for any subdivision or Land Use development.

c. If the proposed project is a Use by Right for the Zone in which it is located and no other approval by the Board of Trustees will be necessary, this sign may be posted without a public hearing.

1. The sign must conform with all other requirements of this Article.

d. The maximum size of this sign shall be twenty (20) square feet.

1. If the site informational sign is a double sided sign, then both sides of the sign must be identical.

e. This sign may have only the following information:

1. The name of the subdivision or development.

2. A map of the subdivision or illustration of the project.

3. The developer and real estate agency name, logo, and contact information.

4. Other pertinent information, including, but not limited to, for lease, tenant finish, or sizes and types of units or properties.

f. This sign shall not be lighted.

g. No other for sale, lease, or rent signs are allowed when this sign is displayed.

h. This sign must be removed when the building permit is issued.

5. Project sign.

a. There shall be one (1) project sign per new construction site which shall have a maximum size of twenty (20) square feet on which all the contractors, architects, real estate agents/company, and finance companies involved may advertise their company. For sale or lease information may also be included on this sign.

1. If the project sign is a double sided sign, then both sides of the sign must be identical.

b. In lieu of the above listed sign, the following signage will be permitted.

1. The maximum number of signs per site is one (1) per contractor, architect, or finance company.

2. Each sign shall have a maximum size of three (3) square feet.

3. All such signs shall be placed on-site into one (1) designated area.

a. This sign can only be located on the building site after a building permit has been issued for that construction project.

b. This sign must be on premise only.

c. This sign shall be removed or have a new permit issued no later than one (1) year after the issuance of the building permit.

6. Land Development Signs:

a. The application for this type of sign must be presented to the Board of Trustees at the time of the land development approval process for a decision. The Board of Trustees decision is final.

b. All sign locations and sizes must be included in the land development plans to be approved by the Board of Trustees.
c. All changes to the approved signage locations or sizes will require Board of Trustees review and approval
(All other sections of this Code remain unchanged)
2. Severability: If any Article, Section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The Board of Trustees declares that it would have passed this Ordinance and each part or parts thereof irrespective of the fact that any one part or parts be declared unconstitutional or invalid.

3. Repeal: Existing Ordinances or parts of Ordinances covering the same matters as embraced in this Ordinance are hereby repealed and all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed, except that this repeal shall not affect or prevent the prosecution or punishment of any person for any act done or committed in violation of any Ordinance hereby repealed prior to the taking effect of this Ordinance.

DULY MOVED, SECONDED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF GRAND LAKE THIS 25TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2010.
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