When regulations regarding the Waste Disposal Ordinance passed in January, it created the basis for mandatory trash service to all property owners in Grand Lake. Due to problems associated with the proposed Grand County Trash Transfer station and the public response to the adoption of the Ordinance, the Board of Trustees placed a Moratorium on the execution of the Ordinance until November 1, 2009 (since extended until May 1, 2010) and established an ad hoc committee to review the Ordinance and make suggestions to improve it.

Consisting of both full time residents and second homeowners, the five person ad hoc committee met several times, including meeting with representatives from both of the current trash service providers in Town. While the committee did see possible problems with all solutions discussed at those meetings, the ad hoc committee came up with the following recommendations to the Board as the best and most applicable solutions:

1. The cost of recycling has made it prohibitive to include it in the trash service at this time, but the committee recommends Staff keep abreast of the cost issue and bring it back to the Board for discussion when it is more feasible.

2. The need for wildlife resistant trash containers is apparent and these containers should either be required in Code or strongly recommended.

3. They would like to have the Town provide an unattended centralized trash facility which would be run as a Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) system. PAYT is a system used in many communities throughout the country that works as follows:  people pre-buy a special trash bag for a set fee, and they can then deposit that bag in a designated container. (The committee thought this could be the solution to full time and second home owners who do not produce a lot of trash. The cost of depositing the trash would then be an acceptable amount to the user because each user could buy the bags they needed to address their trash generated in Town, without the need to purchase year-round trash service).

4. The committee was adamant about educating and notifying the public on any changes.

5. The committee was split on having mandatory trash service for everyone, but generally agreed that if a centralized PAYT facility was possible, then mandatory trash service may not be necessary.

The Board has referred the matter back to the Planning Commission and they have decided to hold a Public Hearing on January 20, 2010. The proposed Ordinance change is also on the Town’s website at http://www.townofgrandlake.com/waste-disposal.htm.
