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1.08.005 TITLE.  The regulations contained in this chapter shall be known and may be cited as "Sign Regulations" of the Code of Tremonton City.

1.08.010 PURPOSE.  The purpose of sign regulations set forth shall be to minimize potential hazards to motorists and pedestrians; to encourage signs which, by their design, are integrated with and harmonious to the buildings and sites which they occupy; to encourage sign legibility through the elimination of excessive and confusing sign displays; to reduce driver inattention; to safeguard and enhance property values; to preserve and improve the appearance of the City; to protect public and private investment and to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare.

1.08.015 INTERPRETATION.  In interpreting and applying the provisions of this Code, the sign regulations contained herein are declared to be the minimum standard allowable.  The types of signs allowed by this Code shall be plenary and sign types not specifically allowed as set forth within the Code shall be prohibited without specific authorization of the Tremonton Planning Commission.

1.08.020 GENERAL REGULATIONS.

A. Except as provided in this Code, no sign shall be erected, raised, moved, placed, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, or altered, or have the text of the sign changed, except in conformity with the regulations herein specified for the use district in which it is located. All sign reviews and permits must be approved by the Zoning Administrator.

B. All signs hereafter erected in Tremonton City shall comply with the current standards of the National Electrical Code, the Uniform Building Code, the Zoning Ordinance of Tremonton City and all other Tremonton City Ordinances. All signs governed by the State of Utah or the United States Government shall comply with the rules they set forth. Tremonton City shall not be responsible for any compliance problems whatsoever regardless of this Ordinance as it relates to State and Federal requirements.

C. All signs shall be maintained in good condition.  Exposed parts of signs shall be painted or treated chemically in such a manner as to preserve the condition, aesthetics, and life of such signs; moving parts shall be maintained in operable condition; and signs designed to be lighted shall be maintained with a full complement of the lighting facilities required by the design of each such sign.


D. Removal of Conforming Signs.  Any person occupying a building or portion of a building who owns or maintains a sign in connection therewith shall, upon vacating the premises, or discontinuing the business advertised, cause the sign to be removed. Any person who owns and maintains a sign which is maintained for the benefit of another person who occupies a building or part of a building whereon the sign is located shall cause the sign to be removed if the person for whom the sign is maintained vacates the premises. All signs identifying a discontinued use on the property shall be removed by the sign owner from the property within thirty (30) calendar days of the time the use was discontinued. Failure to comply, by the responsible party, shall be considered a violation of this chapter and subject to penalties noted herein.


E. Non-conforming signs, legally existing at the time of adoption of this code shall be exempt from compliance with the provisions of this chapter. Signs still must be maintained. 


F. No sign erected before the adoption of this Code shall be moved to a new location on the lot or building or be enlarged, modified, or replaced unless it is made to conform with the regulations of this Code.


G. Name plate signs shall be allowed in all zoning districts without the necessity of obtaining a sign permit if the sign area does not exceed forty-eight (48) square inches, and contains occupant name and address only. No Business identification is allowed in residential zones.


H. All signs shall maintain a minimum of fifteen (15) feet clearance from any electric power line in any direction.

1.08.025 INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT.  The Zoning Administrator of Tremonton City is hereby vested with the duty of enforcing the sign regulations of this Code and in the performance of such duty is empowered and directed:  


A. To issue permits to construct, alter or repair signs which conform to the ordinances of Tremonton City.


B. To inspect and ascertain that all signs, construction of, or maintenance of any sign is in conformance with Ordinances of Tremonton City and the conditions imposed precedent to the issuance of a conditional use permit if applicable.


C. To issue a notice of violation to the person having charge or control or benefit of any sign found to be unsafe or dangerous, or in violation of the Ordinances of Tremonton City.


D. To institute any appropriate action or proceedings in any case where any sign is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted, or maintained, or in any case where any sign is used in violation of any Ordinance of Tremonton City including, but not limited to, the Zoning Ordinance, to accomplish the following purposes: (1) to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance or use, and (2) to restrain, correct or abate such violation.


E. To abate and remove any unsafe or dangerous sign which is not repaired or made safe within five (5) working days after giving appropriate notice to the person having charge, control, or benefit of any such sign.


F. To abate and remove any illegal sign other than unsafe or dangerous signs which is not made conforming within ninety (90) working days after giving appropriate notice to the person having charge, control, or benefit of any such sign.

G. To abate and remove any non-maintained or abandoned sign which is not repaired or put into use within ten (10) working days after giving appropriate notice to the person having charge, control, or benefit of any such sign.


H. In the event that a sign is removed by the City, the person having charge, control, or benefit of such sign shall pay to Tremonton City the costs incurred in such removal within ninety (90) calendar days after written notice is mailed to such person.  Upon failure to pay the costs incurred in abating and removing an unsafe, dangerous, illegal, non-maintained or abandoned sign, Tremonton City may, by action of its Governing Body, place a lien against property owned by the person having charge, control or benefit of such sign to assure compliance with this provision. 

1.08.030 NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.  Notification by the City to persons having charge, or control, or benefit of any sign found by the building official to be unsafe or dangerous or in violation of the Zoning Ordinance or other Ordinances of the City and where the City is contemplating removal of said sign shall be accomplished by the City utilizing written notices sent through the registered mail, or said notice may be served upon the person having charge, control or benefit of such sign by delivering to such person personally a written notice.  Any such notice shall state the exact nature of the violation, the exact time and date by which the non-complying condition or use must be remedied, and the appeals procedure by which the person having charge, control, or benefit of such sign may appeal the decision of the building official.

1.08.035 SIGN PERMIT AND PERMIT FEE REQUIRED.  All signs hereafter erected within the boundaries of Tremonton City shall be erected, reconstructed, or remodeled only in accord with the authority authorized by the sign permit issued.  Application for a sign permit shall be made to the Zoning Administrator and shall be accompanied by a fee to defray the expense to the City incurred in administration of this chapter.  Such fee shall be established by resolution of the City Council.  A sign permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator if the proposed sign is found by the Zoning Administrator to be in compliance with the provisions of this Code and other Ordinances of Tremonton City. All engineer/design standards must meet building code requirements and standards as adopted by Tremonton City Corporation and the State of Utah.

1.08.040 CODES AND SYMBOLS. In the following sections of this Chapter, uses of land or buildings which are allowed in the various districts are shown as "permitted uses," indicated by a "P" in the appropriate column. If a use is not allowed in a given district, it is either not named in the use list or it is indicated in the appropriate column by a dash, "-".  

1.08.045 ON PREMISE FREESTANDING SIGNS.  On Premise Sign -- any sign which directs attention to a use, product, commodity or service performed upon the premises on which it is located. Freestanding -- a sign supported upon the ground by poles or braces, or a monument type sign, and not attached to any building. 

1. All on premise freestanding signs shall be permitted only through the Sign Permit process.  (Exception: no on premise freestanding signs shall be allowed in any residential zone.)

2. On premise freestanding signs shall conform to the following requirements:

        a) Sign shall not exceed thirty-six (36) feet in height except in a C-H zone where a maximum height of ninety (90) feet will be allowed 


b) Number of signs: there may be one (1) such sign for each frontage of property, plus one (1) additional sign for each one hundred fifty (150) foot increment of said frontage in excess of one hundred fifty (150) feet. (one sign = one pole, multiple face)


c) Adjoining properties, said signs shall be placed no closer than fifty (50) feet apart.


d) Area of sign: Shall be determined by the following: The area of the sign shall be determined by frontage of lot in lineal feet. Area of sign may be increased by ten (10) square feet for each additional ten (10) feet of frontage beginning with Twenty-Feet (20) of frontage. Example Sixty (60) feet of frontage would equal a maximum eighty (80) square foot sign face. Maximum sign face shall not exceed 185 square feet up to a 150 feet of frontage. Exception parcels with a frontage of 250 feet or greater may add an additional thirty (30) square feet of sign area for each additional 25 lineal feet of frontage not to exceed a maximum sign area of 650 square feet.


e) No sign shall project over a property line, interfering with the public right-of-way. 

Reader Boards.  Changeable copy areas and electronic message centers may not exceed fifty (50) percent of the total sign copy area.

1.08.050 OFF PREMISE FREESTANDING SIGNS.  Off Premise -- any sign which directs attention to a use, product, commodity or service not related to the premises.  Freestanding -- a sign supported by poles or braces, or a monument sign, and not attached to any building.  

1. All off premise freestanding signs shall be permitted only through the Sign Permit process.  (exception: no off premise freestanding signs shall be allowed in a residential zone.) Permission in written form and a copy of the contract between sign owner and land owner shall be presented to the city prior to any consideration given to approve an off premise sign.

2. Off premise freestanding signs shall conform to the following requirements:



a) Maximum sign height from adjacent grade is eighteen (18) feet.



b) Maximum sign area is thirty-two (32) square feet.

c) Minimum sign setback: all poles and sign face shall be on private property and shall not interfere with pedestrian or vehicle traffic.  

        d) Minimum distance from a residential zone is one hundred fifty (150) feet.



e) Minimum distance from a street intersection is forty (40) feet.



f) Maximum number of signs per parcel of property is one (1).


        g) Minimum distance between signs is seven hundred (700) feet.


        h) No sign shall interfere with the public right-of-way.

The use of monument signs in place of freestanding signs is encouraged. 


1.08.055 MONUMENT SIGNS.  Any freestanding sign supported upon the ground by a solid base or poles.  Monument signs are intended to be low to the ground requiring no clearance, which sign and base are of approximately equal size in width and length.
1. Monument signs shall conform to the following requirements:

 
a) Maximum sign height six (6) feet.

 
b) Maximum sign area eighty (80) square feet.

c) Number of signs: there may be one (1) sign for each frontage of property, plus one (1) additional sign for each two-hundred  (200) foot increment of said frontage in excess of two-hundred (200) feet.

d) Sign(s) set back shall be determined so that no sign will interfere with the public right-of-way, nor clear vision of a street intersection.


e) Minimum distance from a street intersection (back of curb) is forty (40) feet.

 
f) No sign shall interfere with the public right-of-way.

1.08.060
WALL SIGNS/FACIA/FLAT SIGNS.  A wall sign is any sign that is either painted on a wall or its facing, or is painted in such a way that gives the visual appearance of being painted on a wall or facing by not having a frame or separation from the wall or facing.  Wall signs differ from paintings in that their intent is to advertise or give a message, announcement, declaration, demonstration, display, illustration, insignia, surface or space erected or maintained in view of the observer thereof for identification, advertisement or promotion of the interest of any person, entity, product or service.  Facia/flat signs are any signs erected parallel to and attached to the outside wall of a building. Wall paintings must be submitted for conditional use considerations.  Wall paintings are those paintings that in no way can be confused with a wall sign as described above.

1. Wall signs shall conform to the following requirements:


a)
Area of sign: shall not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of total wall face area in square feet.


b)
Sign(s) shall not extend more than eighteen (18) inches beyond the wall of the building, sign copy or message on face side only.


c)
Two (2) wall signs shall be permitted per each business or tenant.   No building shall be deemed to have more than four (4) faces.


d)
No sign shall extend beyond any edge of the building.


e)
Projecting wall signs shall have sufficient clearance from grade as to not interfere with the public right -of-way.


f)
Unless otherwise noted in this chapter, no wall signs shall be allowed in any residential zone. 


g)   
Industrial buildings may be allowed to have a painted or flat logo sign on each building face fronting a    public street. And in accordance with this section.

1.08.065 BILLBOARDS/FREESTANDING/SINGLE POLE SIGNS.  Billboards shall be on a single metal pedestal.  Freeways (interstate highways) are the only locations that allow Billboard signs within the specified zones (not state or city highways or roadways).  These must comply with U.D.O.T. standards. 

1.08.070 CANOPY/AWNING/MARQUEE/SUSPENDED SIGNS/POLE SIGNS.    A canopy sign is any sign which is a structure other than an awning made of cloth, metal, or other material with frames affixed to the building and carried by a frame which is supported by the ground. An awning sign is any sign which is a structure made of cloth, metal, or other material affixed to a building in such a manner that the structure may be raised or retracted to a position against the building. Marquee signs are any signs built on a permanent roof-like structure or canopy of rigid materials supported by and extending from the facade of a building.  Suspended signs are signs which are anchored to a building and are free to hang from the structure to which it is attached.  

1. Marquee signs only (in this section) will allow reader boards, changeable copy areas and electronic message centers, but such may not exceed 50% of the total sign copy area. 

1.08.075
TEMPORARY SIGNS/"A" FRAME SIGNS/PORTABLE SIGNS/BANNER OR PENNANT. A temporary sign is a non-permanent sign erected, affixed, or maintained on the premises and may be displayed for not more than 30 consecutive days in any 3-month period, and not more than 90 days in any calendar year.  "A" frame signs are temporary and moveable, constructed with two sides attached at the top so as to allow the sign to stand in an upright position. Portable signs are signs which are not permanently affixed to the ground, building, or other structure, which may be moved from place to place.  Portable signs are temporary signs. Banner or Pennant signs are signs intended to be hung either with or without a frame, possessing characters, letters, illustrations, or ornamentations applied to paper, plastic, or fabric of any kind excluding flags, emblems and insignia or political, professional, religious, education, or corporate organizations providing that such flags, emblems and insignia are displayed for non-commercial purposes. The purpose of temporary signs are Grand Openings/Going Out of Business/Special Promotions.  Note: Temporary signs shall not be placed in or over a public right of way, may not flash, blink, spin, rotate, block traffic visibility, constitute a vehicular or pedestrian traffic hazard, or cause a public nuisance of any kind.  They shall not be attached to telephone poles, fences, or trees.  They must be firmly secured to the building or ground.  Temporary signs may be attached to the permanent signs only during the grand opening period. Temporary signs may not cover permanent signs unless the business has changed hands or changed names.

No off-premise temporary signs are allowed except those mentioned in this Ordinance.

1.08.080 SIGN LOCATION CLEARANCE. All signs throughout this chapter shall have a clearance of eight (8) feet minimum height from walking areas and eighteen (18) feet minimum height from all streets & roads.  Height Clearance not affected by public ways, sidewalks or streets & roads shall be done by conditional use permit.  Signs shall not interfere with any public or private utility company equipment. Clearance from overhead utility lines shall conform to utility provider standards.
1.08.081 SIGNS IN RIGHTS-OF-WAY. No sign other than official traffic signs or similar signs shall be erected within four (4) feet of the lines of any street, or within any public way, unless specifically authorized by other ordinances or regulations of Tremonton City or by specific authorization of the local code official.

1.08.082 TRAFFIC VISIBILITY. No sign or sign structure shall be erected at the intersection of any street in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision, nor at any location where by its position, shape  or color it may interfere with or obstruct the view of or be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device.
1.08.085 PERMITS NOT REQUIRED. The following signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts, and all applicable provisions of this Code shall apply, except that a sign permit and fee shall not be required.

PUBLIC SIGNS - Signs required or specifically authorized for a public purpose by any law, statute or ordinance; may be of any type, number, area height, location or illumination authorized by law.  Such signs are considered to include safety signs, danger signs and traffic signs.

PRIVATE TRAFFIC DIRECTIONAL SIGNS - Signs guiding or directing vehicular or pedestrian traffic onto, off of, or within a premise when such do not exceed 4 sq. feet per sign in area and if freestanding do not exceed 6 feet in height, do not contain any advertising or trade name identification and are not illuminated, or internally illuminated. 

REAL ESTATE SIGNS\RESIDENTIAL - Temporary non-illuminated on-premise real estate signs which do not exceed 16 sq. feet in area and 6 feet in height if freestanding.  Such signs shall not remain in place more than seven (7) days after sale or rental of the subject property and shall be located solely on private property.

REAL ESTATE SIGNS - INDUSTRIAL, AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL. Temporary non-illuminated on-premise real estate signs which do not exceed 120 sq. feet in area and 25 feet in height if freestanding.  Such signs shall not remain in place more than seven (7) days after sale or rental of the subject property and shall be located solely on private property.  Subdivisions greater than five (5) building lots and large developments may place one (1) sign on the premises of the development with a sign face not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet. Two (2) additional directional signs may be located off site and contain only the name and direction of any subdivision or development, sign face area shall not exceed a maximum of sixteen (16) square feet and meet all other requirements of this chapter.
INFORMATIVE SIGNS - Signs commonly associated with, and limited to information and directions related to the permitted use on the lot on which the sign is located, provided that each sign does not exceed 300 square inches in area.  (This category shall be interpreted to include such signs as "no smoking, rest room, no solicitors, self-service, vacancy, caution" and similar information signs).  

WINDOW SIGNS - Non-illuminated and internally illuminated window signs when the total area of such signs:

Does not exceed 25% of the total window area in the same vertical plane at the ground level on the side of the building upon which signs are displayed, and Does not exceed 25% of the total allowable sign area for the premises in the specified district. Temporary posters announcing or advertising events shall be exempted from limitations on window signs. 
Window signs shall not be allowed in any residential zones. Including Home Occupation/Business.

FLAGS - flags bearing the official design of a nation, state, municipality, or educational institution.

COMMUNITY EVENT SIGNS - Signs advertising a public entertainment or event of a public interest, provided the placing of the signs shall be approved and the locations designated by the Zoning Administrator.  These signs shall remain in place for no more than 21 days before and 7 days after the event and may not exceed 20 sq. feet in area.

IDENTIFICATION SIGNS - Non-illuminated, internally illuminated or indirectly illuminated identification signs which do not exceed 4 sq. feet in total area, and project less than 23 in., limited to one such sign per use per building, and if sign is freestanding, the total height may not exceed 6 feet.

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN SIGNS - Signs or posters announcing the candidates seeking public political office and/or political issues, and data pertinent thereto up to an area of 32 sq. feet.  These signs shall be confined to private property and located no closer than 200 feet to a polling place.  Such signs must be removed within 7 days after the election.

CHURCH, QUASI-PUBLIC ORGANIZATIONS and APARTMENT HOUSE IDENTIFICATION SIGNS. In all zoning districts, a church or quasi-public organization may erect one (1) wall sign on the premises to identify the name of the organization and announce activities thereof. Apartment houses of five (5) or more dwelling units may erect one (1) sign on the premises to identify only the name of the apartment complex and to indicate vacancy. Said wall sign shall not exceed an area of thirty-two (32) square feet, and may be mounted upon a freestanding ornamental masonry wall.
1.08.090 PROHIBITED SIGNS.   The following signs shall not be permitted or maintained within the City of Tremonton:

ROTATING SIGNS -- any sign which moves or rotates in any way or has a major moving part; with the exception of traditional barbershop poles and signs which revolve 360 and do not make more than 8 complete revolutions every 60 seconds.

FLASHING LIGHT/ROTATING LIGHTS - Any sign with lights which blink, flash, move, rotate, scintillate, flicker, vary in intensity or color or use intermittent electrical pulsations except lights which are placed behind translucent panels or all colored fluorescent/translucent tube(s) with more than 30 candle power.
PAPER SIGNS ON OUTSIDE OF BUILDINGS ETC - Other than those permitted by this chapter.

1.08.095 REINSPECTION FEE.    In the event that a notice of violation is issued, a reinspection fee shall be charged to defray the costs of reinspection.  Said reinspection fee shall be charged for each inspection required until applicable regulations of the City are complied with.  The amount of the fee shall be equal to the original sign permit fee. 
(Am 09-18-2001) (Am 02-15-05) (Am 10-16-07) 
1.08.100    SIGNS
	ZONING DISTRICTS
	CD
	CH
	CN
	CG
	MD/
MD-B
	MG

	On premise free standing sign
	P
	P
	-
	P
	P
	P

	Off premise free standing sign
	-
	P
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Wall Sign(s)
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Monument Sign(s)
	 P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Roof Sign(s)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Billboard Sign(s) Interstate Highways
	-
	P
	-
	P
	P
	P

	Canopy/Awning/Marquee/Suspended
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Temporary Sign(s) 30 day maximum time period.
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	ILLUMINATIONS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	On premise free standing sign
	P
	P
	-
	P
	P
	P

	Off premise free standing sign
	-
	P
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Wall Sign(s)
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Monument Sign(s)
	 P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Billboard Sign(s)
	-
	P
	-
	P
	P
	P

	Canopy/Awning/Marquee/Suspended
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Temporary Sign(s) 30 days max.
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Flashing/Rotating
	Not Permitted

	Changeable/Animated (reader board)
	Permitted in all zones except Commercial Neighborhood and Residential.

	P - Permitted use with a sign permit and compliance with Chapter 1.08
 “-” Indicates not permitted in that Zone.


See individual sections in this Chapter for sign regulations.
Residential Zone(s) Development and Subdivision Monument signs are permitted with a sign permit and compliance with sign regulations of this and other chapters of the zoning code.
Sign lighting shall not glare onto adjacent properties, or into the public right-of-way.
(Am 10-16-07)
8.1

8.2
8.3

